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Minutes of the 

Kansas City Area Grotto 

OCTOBER Business Meeting 
and other interesting desiderata … 

Held Wednesday, Oct. 12th, 2016 – 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Arthur Mag Conference Center – 4920 Cherry, KCMO 

 
President Jack Peters called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and welcomed 
members and guests.  The following members were present:  Josh Bookout, Jim 
Cooley, Jaclyn Dalbey, Bill Gee, Cliff Gill, Rick Hines, Gary Johnson, Jack Peters, 
and Austin Toler.  Guests present: Richard Cindric, Laura Jaynes, Kathy Pratt, 
Jenny Sung. 
 
Presentation:  Bill Gee show photographs of Bridge Day 2011 in West Virginia, a 
rappelling and base jumping event held once a year at the 876-foot-high New River 
Gorge Bridge in West Virginia.  In order to participate in Bridge Day, rappelers 
must have completed two 250-foot or longer rappels in the previous several 
months.  So Gee also showed photos from a TAG trip prior to the 2011 Bridge Day 
where his team members rappelled into Mystery Cave and Valhalla Pit, in order to 
qualify.  Then Rick Hones and Richard Cindric showed photos from a recent trip to 
Alexander Cave in Arkansas, which also involved some rock climbing in nearby 
Horseshoe Canyon. 
 
Secretary Cooley stated that minutes of last meeting had been sent out via e-mail, 
and asked if there were any corrections, changes or additions.  There were none.  A 
motion was made and passed to accept the minutes. 
 
Treasurer Pic Walenta was absent but sent in a report.  We have a little under $800 
in the treasury. 
  
Carroll Cave Conservancy:  Gee discussed a Mountain Room trip October 28th 
for the annual bat census, usually done at the end of October.   
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MSS/MCKC: Cooley reported on the MSS/MCKC meeting and caving trips 
September 22-25th at Berome Cave in Perry County.  There will be cave survey 
and gate building.  Please see the MSS website if interested, MOSPELEO.ORG. 
 
Hickory County: Johnson discussed the Elkton Cave landowner’s trip for 
November 5th.  Several grotto members are going, making for a big group.  There 
will be some vertical training, but vertical not required.  (This trip is now full, but 
contact Johnson at garyj@imagesjournal.com to be wait-listed.) 
 
Cooley gave the White Nose Syndrome Update:  It’s everywhere.  See 
http://www.caves.org/WNS/index.htm    
 
Peters reported on a novice trip to Cleveland September 17th, with a Scout group.   
 
Cooley gave a survey WORKSHOP at his home September 22nd.  Attending were 
Tim Barrientos, Jenny Sung, and Jaclyn Dalbey.   
 
Cooley reported repairing the White’s Creek Cave gate on the Irish Wilderness on 
October 4th,with a Forest Technician  from the Mark Twain National Forest, 
visiting a bat cave on the Ozark National Scenic Riverways on October 6th, 
surveying small caves in Ripley County October 7th, and other private-lands cave 
work. 
 
Cooley announced a biological inventory trip to the gated or soon-to-be-gated 
caves in Butler Hollow in Barry County, Missouri for this coming weekend, 
October 15

th
-16

th.  This trip was designed to acquaint grotto members, and 
especially new members,  with the “citizen science” aspect of caving under CRF 
auspices, and to see several interesting caves.  However, due to lack of interest 
and/or availability on the part of the target audience, this trip has been postponed in 
favor of a small backpacking survey foray onto the Piney Creek Wilderness this 
weekend, lasting into next week. 
 
Cooley announced a map QC trip for WALNUT HOLLOW CAVE and 
DRUMMOND CAVES in St. Clair County and Camden County, respectively, for 
the weekend of October 22

nd
-23

rd.  YOU MUST GET A SIGNED LIABILITY 
WAIVER to Cooley ahead of time for Drummond.  Please contact Cooley 
IMMEDIATELY if you are interested in this trip at COOLSTOI@KC.RR.COM. 
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Cooley announced a Truman Lake cave survey trip for November 1-5, 2016. 
 
Cooley announced a ridgewalking and caving trip in Oregon County over the long 
Thanksgiving weekend. 
 
Cooley announced a long New Year’s eve trip to Ripley County to QC the Lewis 
Cave map, visit other caves, and do ridgewalking.   
 
Cooley said there would be a February bat census at Cloud 9 in Ozark County, 
and hopes to have many Cloud 9 maps ready for QC by then. 
 
Cooley and Heidi Fletcher  gave a COMMUNIVERSITY CLASS on Tuesday, 
October 11th, 2016 at UMKC, attended by four prospective cavers.   
 
The  Grotto Christmas party will be held the evening of December 3rd at Rick’s 
Hines house.   Note that there is NO normal grotto business meeting in December. 
 
Jack Peters verified there was no further old or new business.  The meeting 
adjourned, whereupon several members went to Minsky’s Pizza, 5105 Main Street, 
KCMO, for fellowship, libations and cheesy comestibles. 
 

# # # 
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Substandard cave gate, Streiler Cave, Perry County, MO., 

replaced September 22nd by Cave Research Foundation. 
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New bat-friendly cave gate at Streiler Cave. 
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