
Minutes of the 

Kansas City Area Grotto 

February Business Meeting 
and other interesting desiderata … 

 
Wednesday, February 10th, 2016 – 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Arthur Mag Conference Center – 4920 Cherry, KCMO 

 

The meeting was opened at 7:00 by President Jack Peters, who welcomed 

and introduced guests and members.  Members attending: 

 

Jack Peters 

Jim Cooley 

Jay Bridgewater 

Austin Toler 

Heidi Fletcher 

DJ Hall 

Bill Gee 

Gary Johnson 

Pic Walenta 

Cliff Gill 

 

Guests:  

Buck Lawter (lawter11@gmail.com) 

Bill Benson (billbensonIV@hotmail.com) 

 

 Jim Cooley then gave a Powerpoint presentation on Recent Cave Survey 

Trips.  The Shannon County section of the presentation covered survey work on 

Five Sisters Cave (SHN-656) and Sixth Ugly Stepsister Caves (SHN-660) (maps 

attached), and work and ridgewalking in other caves down there.  The 

Benton/Camden County section of the presentation featured the discovery and 

survey of Bear Pit Cave (CAM-201) (map attached), and also covered survey work 

in Old Toronto Road Spring Cave (CAM-105), monitoring of Toby (CAM-034) 

and Fiery Fork Caves (CAM-036) for MDC, survey in Jedlicka-Vollmer Cave 

(CAM-125, monitoring of Flippen Cave (BEN-009), bat counting in Moles Cave 

(CAM-031), and finishing the survey of Walnut Hollow Cave (SCL-005) for the 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.     
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Jim Cooley said the minutes of last meeting were sent out on e-mail.  Motion 

to accept was made and passed. 

 

Pic Walenta gave the Treasurer's Report and the Quartermaster’s reports.  

She said she’d bought totes for the grotto apparel.  A motion was made and passed 

to buy the totes for the apparel.  She also said four hoodies got soiled, had to be 

laundered, and were therefore for sale cheap.  (They have since been sold).  

 

Jack Peters verified there was no old or new business. 

 

A varsity scout leader from Post 1836 in Cameron, Missouri, Buck Lawter, 

introduced himself, and a discussion followed about when his group could be taken 

caving. 

 

Jim Cooley gave the White Nose Syndrome Update:  It’s everywhere.  See 

http://www.caves.org/WNS/index.htm  

 

Scouts & other presentations  were discussed by DJ Hall. 

 

Jack Peters discussed the upcoming February 20
th
 novice trip. 

 

The Guano (Need editor) 

   

Hickory County Project: Gary Johnson discussed a trip to finish the survey 

of Clymore Cave.  Small cavers required.  He reported on the Hickory County 

Project, a multi-year effort which is now drawing to a close. 

 

A Carroll Cave Conservancy Report was given by Bill Gee. 

 

Bill Gee and Jack Peters discussed the Over the Edge rappelling charity, 

which they have both participated in many times.  They said it was a great project 

to get involved in. 

 

Missouri Speleological Survey Report (Jim Cooley for Ken Grush, MSS Director) 

 Last meeting: Saturday, January 23
rd

, 2016 in Rolla, 10:00 a.m.   Was 

followed by instruction from Mick Sutton, PhD, on how to collect data for 

the new MSS faunal database. 

 Next Meeting will be at 10:00 a.m.  Sunday, May 22
nd

 at Powder Mill 

Research Center, Ozark National Scenic Riverways.  Contact Ken Grush at 

slagrush@swbell.net for more information. 
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 The minutes of the January 23
rd

 MSS meeting  are being sent out with the 

agenda for this meeting. 

 

Missouri Caves & Karst Conservancy (Jim Cooley) 

 Last meeting: Saturday, January 23
rd

, 2016 in Rolla, 9:00 a.m.   

 Next meeting, Saturday night, May 21
st
, at Powder Mill Research Center, 

Ozark National Scenic Riverways.  Contact president Alicia Wallace at 

caversquirrel1@aol.com for more details. 

 

Trip reports were given: 

 

 Cooley’s trips were covered in the presentation. 
 A February 6

th
: Carroll Cave Restoration Trip, Camden County, MO, was 

discussed by Jack Peters and DJ Hall. 

 The previous day’s February 9
th

 Communiversity Class was reviewed by 

Jack Peters, Heidi Fletcher, DJ Hall, and Pic Walenta. 

 

Upcoming Events were presented: 

 

 February 12-17, 2016: Cloud 9 Ranch Annual Bat Survey, cave survey and 

map QC.  Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested in all or 

part of this period. 

 February 20
th
, 2016: Cleveland Cave Novice Trip.  Contact Jack Peters at 

jack@peters2000.com if interested. 

 March 11
th
-15

th
, 2016: Allie Spring Cave survey,  Pulaski County, MO.  

Wetsuit mandatory for Allie.   Contact Jim Cooley at 
coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested in all or part of this period. 

 March 17
th
-22

nd
, 2016: Lake of the Ozarks State Park Cave Survey and Map 

QC Checking,  and Old Toronto Road Spring Cave survey (private), 

Camden County, MO.  Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if 

interested in all or part of this period. 

 April 29
th
-May 1

st
: Spring MVOR, hosted by MCKC, Brumley, MO.  E-mail 

MCKC president Alicia Wallace at caversquirrel1@aol.com if you would 

like a flyer with details. 

 

The meeting adjourned to Minsky’s Pizza, 5105 Main Street, KCMO. 
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Some new cave maps presented 

at the meeting: 
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