MINUTES OF THE
KANSAS CITY AREA GROTTO

MARCH BUSINESS MEETING

AND OTHER INTERESTING DESIDERATA ...
HELD WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9™, 2016 — 7:00 P.M. TO 9:00 P.M.
ARTHUR MAG CONFERENCE CENTER — 4920 CHERRY, KCMO

The meeting started with a presentation by Bill Gee of a 15-minute video of the
recent Carroll Cave trip with the KCAG’s Nathan Taylor and six members of the
Ozark Cave Diving Alliance (OCDA) to the Lake Room in Carroll Cave. This was
a recon by the OCDA to determine the feasibility of doing a dive into the sump in
the Lake Room. The six swimmers from the OCDA basically used face masks and
the buoyancy of their wetsuits to swim around the Lake Room, and used a
handheld sonar unit to determine water depth. They identified what they believe to
be two conduits leaving the Lake Room underwater, and a maximum depth of 43
feet. An interesting finding was that the stream flow into the lake in the Lake
Room was small enough that the silt plume generated by eight cavers approaching
down lower Thunder River did NOT cause significant visibility issues out into the
lake. Visibility was generally about 10 feet. Per a request made during the
meeting, Bill sent out this link to a second video is from the Lake Room trip on
Feb 13. It was taken with a GoPro mounted on a helmet, so it is a bit shaky and the
lighting is uneven: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CyPoRbzMvEU

After Bill’s video presentation, Jim Cooley gave a Powerpoint presentation on
project caving activities in February. These activities included visits to six caves at
the Fiery Fork Conservation Area near Climax Springs with the Missouri
Department of Conservation (MDC) Area Manager Paul Johnson and the regional
biologist Chris Newbold. The MDC has told us that these caves will be eligible for
survey and mapping sometime this summer, after hibernation is over. The second
trip covered was the KCAG Annual Bat Census (and Ice Storm) visit to Cloud 9
Ranch, assisted this year by Kirstin Alvey-Mudd of Missouri Bat Census. This trip
resulted in completion of the surveys of the 33 known caves and shelters on the
6,500-acre ranch. The third trip was a bat-counting expedition in Excelsior
Springs with MDC. Visible WNS fungus was found on pipistrelles on all of these
trips. The presentation concluded with some slides on upcoming caving projects,
including Allie Spring Cave, Lake of the Ozarks State Park, and Old Toronto Road
Spring Cave.
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After the presentations, President Jack Peters welcomed members and guests. The
following members were present:

Jay Bridgewater, Tom and Angie Clark, Jim Cooley, Jaclyn Dalbey, Bill Gee, Cliff
Gill, Lee and Jacob Krout, Matt Kuehnert, John McGuire, Jack Peters, and Nathan
Taylor. Robin Bobo, a prospective member, was also present.

Secretary Jim Cooley stated that minutes of last meeting had been sent out via e-
mail, and asked if there were any corrections, changes or additions. There were
none, and a motion was made and passed to accept the minutes.

Treasurer Pic Walenta could not be present, so Jack Peters gave the treasurer's
report. There is currently $1,419 in the treasury. Jack then went over who had
what gear, and where it was. Pic has grotto apparel for sale.

Jim Cooley gave the White Nose Syndrome Update: It’s everywhere. See
http://www.caves.org/ WNS/index.htm

Jack Peters discussed novice trips, scouts & other presentations; he is helping with
a Scout trip April 16™ to Perkins Cave, with a presentation April 11. Members are
invited to participate, contact Jack at jack @peters2000.com.

We still need an editor for The Guano.
Gary Johnson was not present, so there was no Hickory County Project report.
Bill Gee stated there was nothing new with the Carroll Cave Conservancy.

Missouri Speleological Survey Report was given by Jim Cooley for Ken Grush, the
MSS Director. The Liaison is now available to the public on the MSS website, and
had been sent by Jim Cooley to the grotto.
e Next MSS Meeting will be at 10:00 a.m. Sunday, May 22" at Powder
Mill Research Center, Ozark National Scenic Riverways. Contact Ken
Grush at slagrush @swbell.net for more information.

Missouri Caves & Karst Conservancy (Jim Cooley)
e Next MCKC meeting, Saturday night, May 21%, at Powder Mill
Research Center, Ozark National Scenic Riverways. Contact president
Alicia Wallace at caversquirrell @aol.com for more details.
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Trip reports were mostly covered in the presentations, including:

February 11™, 2016: Bat census with MDC at Fiery Fork Conservation
Area. (Cooley)

February 12-16, 2016: Cloud 9 Ranch Annual Bat Survey, cave survey
and map QC. (Cooley)

February 20™, 2016: Cleveland Cave Novice Trip. (Jack Peters)

Upcoming cave trips were announced:

March 12"-15", 2016: Allie Spring Cave survey_

March 13™-18"™, 2016: Lake of the Ozarks State Park Cave Survey and
Map QC Checking, and Old Toronto Road Spring Cave survey
(private), Camden County, MO. Contact Jim Cooley at
coolstoi @kc.rr.com if interested in all or part of this period.

May 4™-15": Gating Carter Cave & Mine, Barry County, MO. Contact
Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested in all or part of this
period. This date is tentative.

Upcoming Events

April 29"-May 1°: Spring MVOR, hosted by MCKC

Orientation to Cave Rescue (OCR), April 23" & 24™, 2016, Oolitic, IN.
Contact Jess Deli, (812) 278-9577, at central@ncrc.info or
jess.delil4 @gmail.com if interested.

2016 NSS/NCRC Cave Rescue Operations and Management Seminar,
May 7™ -14™, 2016, Camp Skyline, Mentone, Alabama, $675. Meals and
lodging included. Contact Jess Deli, (812) 278-9577, at
central@ncrc.info or jess.delil4 @gmail.com if interested.

Under new business, Jim Cooley suggested that we should build an outhouse,
probably a self-composting Sky Crapper at Cleveland Cave for our landowner
Greg Barrett, who graciously and generously allows us to use his property nine
weekends out of the year. Rick Hines and Ron Lather were suggested as Subject
Matter Experts. After discussion, Cooley moved that the grotto authorized
expenditure of up to $250 for wood and/or other materials. The motion was
seconded and passed unanimously.
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Cooley moved that the grotto reimburse President Jack Peters for the flowers he
sent on behalf of the grotto for the funeral of Pic Walenta’s son Duffey, who
passed away unexpectedly February 25" (roughly $150). The motion was
seconded and passed unanimously.

Jack Peters verified there was no further old or new business. The meeting
adjourned at 8:50 p.m., and several members went to Minsky’s Pizza, 5105 Main
Street, KCMO, for fellowship, laughter, libations and copious cheesy comestibles.

Old Toronto Road Spring Cave — We'll be surveying in here soon!
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Fiery Fork MDC caves are on survey list this summer

Jay Bridgewater loved Cold Cave at Cloud 9 Ranch
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Alex Gill preferred Fogey Cave, really.

Dad (Cliff Gill) ... maybe not so much..
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