MINUTES OF THE
KANSAS CITY AREA GROTTO
NOVEMBER BUSINESS MEETING

HELD WEDNESDAY, Nov. 9™, 2016 — 7:00 P.M. TO 9:00 P.M.
ARTHUR MAG CONFERENCE CENTER — 4920 CHERRY, KCMO

President Jack Peters called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and welcomed
members and guests. The following members were present: Josh Bookout, Jim

Cooley, David Foran, Bill Gee, CIiff Gill, Gary Johnson, John McGuire, Jeff Page,
and Jack Peters. Guest present: Pedgie Heinz.

Presentation: Josh Bookout presented photographs and video from a Scout trip to
Perkins Cave, the Elkton Cave landowners trip, and from some astronomy
photography that he has been doing.

Secretary Cooley stated that minutes of last meeting had been sent out via e-mail,
and asked if there were any corrections, changes or additions. There were none. A
motion was made and passed to accept the minutes.

Treasurer Pic Walenta was absent but sent in a report. We have $795 in the
treasury.

Carroll Cave Conservancy: Cliff Gill announced a SUNDAY, December 4™
trip to Carroll Cave, which will be suitable for any ability level, that will involve
taking rapid photography while travelling from the natural entrance towards the
Mountain Room. The objective of this trip is to capture large number of
photographs to be used to create a three-dimensional map. Gill followed up with
this message to the grotto via e-mail: “It will not be a fast travelling trip, but it will
not be a very slow trip either. Unlike a survey trip, we will be generally continually
moving through the passages, although at a pace of about 2/3 normal walking
speed. The anticipated plan will require a forward person who will be locating and
noting any existing survey stations, followed by a photographer continually taking
photos while walking/crawling through the cave, with additional participants
locating any side passages or more difficult to reach areas and alternating roles.
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We will tentatively plan on meeting at 9am at the silo, then performing the photo
survey for as far as we get until we run out of time, then exit. I am tentatively
proposing getting as far as we can until about 3:00 or 4:00 p.m., then turning
around and exiting near dusk. But we can adjust this depending upon
circumstances. We do have to go through waist deep water for a section so a lower
wetsuit is recommended. It might be a great opportunity to learn some
conventional and alternative cave survey skills without having to stand around
stationary as much as a typical cave survey, or for those cavers who would be
interested in travelling to the mountain room at a leisurely pace.” Please call Cliff
at 913-620-7780 or e-mail him at flightfollowing @yahoo.com with any
questions, or if you have interest in this trip. This should be a very interesting
trip.

Bill Gee reported on his Carroll Cave bat census trip to the Mountain Room
October 29"

Jeff Page reported on initiatives with the landowner of the silo entrance to Carroll
Cave. We have a lease on this site until 2020.

Hickory County Project: Gary Johnson reported on the Elkton Cave annual
landowner’s trip and bat census, on November 5t osh, Jack and Heidi handled
the vertical component, and Kristin Swanson did very well assisting landowners.
MDC’s Shelly Colatskie was along to count bats. Cliff Gill looked with Gary
Johnson for a new cave, and they found it, but a canyon passage just inside was too
narrow to push. Shelly notified Gary on this trip that some MDC permits for cave
survey should be forthcoming in January. Gary also reported that Cliff will be
using his boat to do some “ridgewalking” on Pomme de Terre Lake, tracing cave
leads there.

Jack Peters reported that Boy Scout troop 323 has scheduled a trip to Cleveland for
May 19-21, 2017.

Cooley gave the White Nose Syndrome Update: It’s everywhere. See
http://www.caves.org/WNS/index.htm  Gary Johnson mentioned that the heat
treatment for clothes for WNS decontamination now calls for 140 degree water for
20 minutes.
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Upcoming Trips:

Cliff Gill Carroll Cave 3-D photo survey trip, 12/4/16 (see above.) Please call
Cliff at 913-620-7780 or e-mail him at flightfollowing@yahoo.com if interested.

Bill Gee’s a Carroll Cave data logger trip for January 14, 2017. This is an easy trip
suitable for novices. Contact Bill if interested at beee @campercaver.net.

Jim Cooley’s backpacking, ridgewalking and caving trip in Oregon County over
the long Thanksgiving weekend, November 23-27. Contact Cooley at 816-753-
8111 or coolstoi @kc.rr.com if interested.

Cooley also announced a CRF-sponsored biological inventory trip to the gated or
soon-to-be-gated caves in Butler Hollow in Barry County, Missouri for the
weekend of December 17" and 18"™. This trip was designed to acquaint grotto
members, and especially new members, with the “citizen science” aspect of caving
under CRF auspices, and to see several interesting caves. Contact Cooley at 816-
753-8111 or coolstoi @kc.rr.com if interested.

Cooley announced a long New Year’s eve trip to Ripley County to QC the Lewis
Cave map, visit other caves, and do ridgewalking. Contact Cooley at 816-753-8111
or coolstoi @kc.rr.com if interested.

Cooley said there would be a February bat census at Cloud 9 in Ozark County,
and hopes to have many of the Cloud 9 maps ready for quality control checking by
then. Send your preferred dates now to Cooley at coolstoi @kc.rr.com.

The Grotto Christmas party will be held the evening of December 3™ at
Rick’s Hines house. BE THERE OR BE SQUARE! Note that there is NO
normal grotto business meeting in December.

Jack Peters verified there was no further old or new business. The meeting
adjourned, whereupon Jack, Josh and Jim repaired to Minsky’s Pizza, 5105 Main

Street, KCMO, for speleofellowship, libations and cheesy comestibles.

##4#
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New chute gate, River Cave, Ha Ha Tonka State Park

Piney Creek Keyhole Crawl Cave Survey
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Piney Creek Keyhole Crawl Cave map
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ADDITION TO MINUTES OF THE
KANSAS CITY AREA GROTTO
NOVEMBER BUSINESS MEETING

HELD WEDNESDAY, Nov. 9™, 2016 — 7:00 P.M. TO 9:00 P.M.
ARTHUR MAG CONFERENCE CENTER — 4920 CHERRY, KCMO

Your hard-working secretary FORGOT to include a very
important trip announcement in the grotto minutes that came
out yesterday:

Our meeting on Wednesday was attended by Pedgie Heinz, a
long-time KCAG caver who has not been active in caving in
recent years, although she often attends our picnics and
Christmas parties. Pedgie wanted to announce, especially to all
KCAG old-timers and long-timers, that the ENNIS CAVE
ANNUAL THANKSGIVING BASH will be held at Ennis
Cave near St. James, Arkansas, which 1s 14 miles east of
mountain View, Arkansas, ON November 19" and 20™ — which
1s the weekend BEFORE Thanksgiving.

Pedgie will be celebrating her official “end of my wild caving
career” party on this date at Ennis Cave. Her wild caving career

has spanned over 20 years. Please contact Pedgie at
(913) 205-0551 for further details. She would

love to see you all down at Ennis!

#H#H#
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