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Minutes of the 

Kansas City Area Grotto 

May Business Meeting 
and other interesting desiderata … 

Held Wednesday, May 11th, 2016 – 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Arthur Mag Conference Center – 4920 Cherry, KCMO 

 
President Jack Peters called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and welcomed 
members and guests.  The following members were present: 
 
Robin Bobo, Jay Bridgewater, Jim Cooley, Jaclyn Dalbey, David Foran, Bill Gee, 
Tom Grant, Rick Hines, Gary Johnson, Jack Peters, and Nathan Taylor.  Former 
member Richard Cindric was also present.  Visitors included Josh Bookhart, 
Christian Coryell (coryell3030@gmail.com), Anna Koehne 
(akoehne1981@gmail.com), and  Kristen Swanson (kristinswansonart at 
gmail.com).  Chad McCain, a very active Missouri cave cartographer,  was visiting 
from SEMO grotto. Everyone introduced themselves. 
 
Rick Hines gave a presentation on caves of the Dominican Republic, plus showed 
some video on the Falkland Islands and Antarctica.. 
 
Secretary Jim Cooley stated that minutes of last meeting had been sent out via e-
mail, and asked if there were any corrections, changes or additions.  There were 
none.  A motion was made and passed to accept the minutes. 
 
Treasurer Pic Walenta could not be present, so Jack Peters gave the treasurer's 
report.  There is currently $885. in the treasury.   Disbursements this month 
included $124 to buy a new dining fly to replace the old one destroyed by a bear in 
Oregon County.  A motion was made and passed to accept the report.  In the 
future, we will refrain from hanging large, fragrant sacks of trash from the dining 
fly while in bear country. 
 
Jack then went over who had what gear, and where it was.   
 
Carroll Cave:  Jack has a restoration trip scheduled for June 11th, which has eight 
scheduled, two are maybes.  Bill Gee has a Dr. Ashley educational trip scheduled 
for Memorial Day, and it is full. 
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Jim Cooley reported the next MSS meeting would be May 22nd in Shannon 
County, Missouri 
. 
Jim Cooley gave the White Nose Syndrome Update:  It’s everywhere.  See 
http://www.caves.org/WNS/index.htm  
 
Gary Johnson gave a report on the Hickory County initiative.  He had finished 
maps to show for Clymore Cave, representing a bunch of beautifully done work.  
Cliff Gill got some nice, large copies printed off.  They have been given to the 
landowner.  Receipts for map printing at Kinko’s will be given to the grotto 
treasurer, per vote at last meeting.  Gary also passed around the Stovepipe Cave 
map.  It was surveyed in 1998, and the entrance has since silted in.  Gary also 
reported that Dave Egeland, our local cooperator and good friend in Hickory 
County, has a couple of new caves to show us. 
 
Jack Peters discussed novice trips.  There have been none for awhile.  Members are 
invited to participate, contact Jack at jack@peters2000.com.  There will be a Scout 
trip at Cleveland with rappelling in the afternoon, on May 21st.  Heidi Fletcher has 
another trip on June 23rd, the girls’ summer camp trip. 
 
Rick Hines announced the grotto picnic would be June 18th.  Sign up sheets are 
going around. 
 
Trip reports were given: 
 
Jack Peters talked about a Perkins Cave trip with Boy Scouts, April 16th.  Jaclyn 
Dalbey reported on last Saturday’s trips Flippen Cave in Benton County, and Gar, 
Honey Run and Perkins Caves in Camden County, with Jim Cooley and Naomi 
McDonnell.  Cooley has since turned in Gar and Honey Run maps to the MSS (see 
below), completing work on 11 of the 24 caves we are surveying there.  Cooley 
mentioned surveying in and out of Archie Jones during MVOR, and conducting a 
Carter Cave recon with MTNF to figure out how to gate this baby,  plus repairing 
Lost Man Cave and surveying High Cave on 4-20 on the Ozark National Scenic 
Riverways. 
 
Upcoming trips: 
 

 May 14
th

-22
nd

: MTNF, ONSR and Ripley County ridgewalking and cave 

surveying, associated with the MCKC and MSS meetings May 21
st
 & 
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22
nd

.  Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested in all or 

part of this period. 

 May 23
rd

, 24
th

, and 25
th

: MTNF survey preparation in Barry County.  

Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested in all or part of 

this period. 

 June 4
th

: Over the Edge Event in Wichita.  Contact Jack Peters at 

jack@peters2000.com if interested. 

 June 11
th

: Restoration, Carroll Cave, Jack Peters.  Trip is full, but a 

couple ARE maybes. Contact Jack Peters at jack@peters2000.com if 

interested in being on the wait list 

 June 15
th

-27
th

: Gating Carter Cave & Mine (six entrances), Barry 

County, MO.  Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested in 

all or part of this period.  I especially need help the weekend of June 

24
th

-25
th

-26
th

.  We will feed you and pay for gas – come on down! 

 
Upcoming Events: 
 

 Kentucky Speleofest, Memorial Day weekend, 2016. 

 NSS National Convention, Ely, NV, in July. 

 
Jack Peters verified there was no further old or new business.  No meeting in June, 
because of the picnic.  Jack called for a July meeting presentation:  No takers. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m., whereupon several members went to 
Minsky’s Pizza, 5105 Main Street, KCMO, for fellowship, laughter, libations and 
copious cheesy comestibles. 
 

# # # 
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