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Minutes of the 

Kansas City Area Grotto 

July Business Meeting 
and other interesting desiderata … 

Held Wednesday, July 13th, 2016 – 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Arthur Mag Conference Center – 4920 Cherry, KCMO 

 
President Jack Peters called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and welcomed 
members and guests.  The following members & guests were present:  Jack Peters, 
Bill Gee, Jaclyn Dalbey, Jim Cooley, Heidi Fletcher, Rick Hines, John McGuire, 
Josh Bookout. 
 
Jim Cooley gave a Powerpoint presentation: Adventures at the Carter Cave/Butler 
Hollow Mine gating, showing the highlights of a June project to gate seven cave 
entrances and one mine entrance, in Barry County on the Mark Twain National 
Forest. 
 
Secretary Jim Cooley stated that minutes of last meeting had been sent out via e-
mail, and asked if there were any corrections, changes or additions.  There were 
none.  A motion was made and passed to accept the minutes. 
 
Treasurer Pic Walenta was not present, so Jack Peters gave the treasurer's report.  
There is currently about $885.00 in the treasury, no change.   A motion was made 
and passed to accept the report.  Heidi has helmets, will give to Jack Peters.   
 
Carroll Cave Conservancy:  A Carroll Trip was led by Jack Peters on June 11th, 
looking for carbide dumps.  They visited the water barrier, Thunder Falls, and 
UL2.    No annual meeting scheduled.  Bill wants a trip in August to download 
with data loggers.  Also, last Saturday in October, Bill will lead a bat survey to 
mountain room.  Rick Hines has 150 feet of new rope lights for Carroll. 
 
Heidi Fletcher  – Reported on the annual Mormon girls trip to Cleveland Cave, 
June 23rd. 
 
Josh Bookout was voted into  the grotto. 
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Jim Cooley gave the White Nose Syndrome Update:  It’s everywhere.  See 
http://www.caves.org/WNS/index.htm  

 

Other trip reports: 
 
May 15th-21st, 2016:  Jim Cooley, Brenda Goodnight, Dennis Novicky, Ken Grush, 
Max White (SPG), Cheryl Pauling (SPG), Shawn Williams and Jon Beard did 
various caving projects on the ONSR and MTNF in conjunction with the MSS & 
MCKC meetings. 
 

Upcoming trips: 
 
Jack Peters has two Scout trips coming up, both at Cleveland Cave (Osceola, 

MO), and could use some grotto support for these trips:   

1 August 20, 21 we will be going into the cave on Saturday and rappelling on 

Sunday. 

2 September 17.  We will be doing both caving and rappelling on Saturday.  

Bill Gee has a couple of Carroll Cave trips coming up soon.  Please contact Bill at  
bgee@campercaver.net if you are interested.  These trips fill quickly. 
 

Upcoming Events: 

The Fall 2016 MSS meeting will be atop Berome Moore Cave at the 
MCKC's Lloyd and Ethel Hoff Underground Nature Preserve in Perryville, MO at 
10:00 AM on Sunday, September 25, 2016.  Caving will be going on all weekend 
as well as a gating project which we'll need plenty of help on.   
 

September 2
nd

-11
th

, Ozark National Forest, Sylamore Ranger District, 

Mountain View, Arkansas:  Jim Cooley will be leading an effort to gate a 
LARGE cave entrance, to replace an old gate.  The Arkansas caver who was 
trying to remove the OLD gate was seriously injured when part of it fell on him, 
and we are taking over his project to “rescue” this gating project before the 
endangered Indiana bats come back in late September.  Caver volunteers are 

http://www.caves.org/WNS/index.htm
mailto:bgee@campercaver.net
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welcome to come help for any part of this period.  Contact Cooley at 
coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested. 
 
Jack Peters verified there was no further old or new business.  The meeting 
adjourned, whereupon several members went to Minsky’s Pizza, 5105 Main Street, 
KCMO, for fellowship, laughter, libations and copious cheesy pizzaoid 
comestibles. 
 

 

mailto:coolstoi@kc.rr.com
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