MINUTES OF THE
KANSAS CITY AREA GROTTO
SEPTEMBER BUSINESS MEETING

AND OTHER INTERESTING DESIDERATA ...
HELD WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 14™, 2016 — 7:00 P.M. TO 9:00 P.M.
ARTHUR MAG CONFERENCE CENTER — 4920 CHERRY, KCMO

President Jack Peters called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and welcomed
members and guests. The following members were present: Josh Bookout, Jim
Cooley, Bill Gee, CIiff Gill, Rick Hines, Gary Johnson, John McGuire, Austin
Toler. Guests present: Tim Barrientos, Laura Jaynes, and Jenny Sung.

Presentation: Cooley presented a Powerpoint chronicling the demolition and
regating of Gustafson Cave On the Sylamore Ranger District in Ozark National
Forest in Arkansas, the gating of a small entrance to Three Forks Cave in Stilwell,
Oklahoma, and the repair of a breach in the gate we built at Flippen Cave in
Benton County, Missouri in 2011. Hines then talked about a new headlamp and
compare its battery usage to a high-lumen (350 lumen) Princeton Apex, using a
fancy meter. Lights were from BRIGHTGUY.COM.

Secretary Cooley stated that minutes of last meeting had been sent out via e-mail,
and asked if there were any corrections, changes or additions. There were none. A
motion was made and passed to accept the minutes.

Treasurer Pic Walenta was absent and sent no report. Peters speculated that our
only recent expense was for flowers for Mike Smoker’s funeral.

Carroll Cave Conservancy: Gee led a trip in early August to check data loggers.
The rain gauge didn’t work. The team then scouted lower Thunder River looking
for a site for another data logger for water depth and temperature. It was a good
trip! No major flooding was noted in the data. Gee said he has another data logger
trip is scheduled for early January, and he will lead a Mountain Room trip October
28"™ for bat census at the end of October. Hines reported on attending the CCC
annual meeting in July with Cooley, Heidi Fletcher and Terry DeFraties, where all
officers were reelected.
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Cooley reported that the next MSS/MCKC meeting and caving trip will be
September 22-25™ at Berome Cave in Perry County. There will be cave survey
and gate building. Please see the MSS website if interested, MOSPELEO.ORG, or
contact Cooley at COOLSTOI@KC.RR.COM.

Peters reported on a novice trip to Perkins August 27", with a Scout group. Jaclyn
Dalbey, Jane Sung, and several others attended.

Hickory County: Johnson announced an Elkton Cave landowner’s trip for
November 5", and several grotto members were interested. There will be some
vertical training, but vertical not required. (This trip is now full, but contact
Johnson at garyj @imagesjournal.com to be wait-listed.)

Cooley gave the White Nose Syndrome Update: It’s everywhere. See
http://www.caves.org/WNS/index.htm Also, the Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation is no longer doing the WNS maps — this is being taken over by the
U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service.

Cooley said there would be a February bat census at Cloud 9, and hopes to have
many Cloud 9 maps ready for QC by then.

Peters is taking a small Scout group to Cleveland cave (near Osceola, MO) on
September 17". Please contact him at jack @peters2000.com if interested in
helping.

Hines suggested scheduling the grotto Christmas party for the evening of
December 3". We agreed on this date. Note that there is NO normal grotto
business meeting in December.

Hines announced that Richard Cindric was putting together a trip to Alexander
Cave (north-central Arkansas) on October 8" that may have openings. Contact
rickhines @aol.com for details.

Cooley will be giving a WORKSHOP at his home some weekend soon on cave
surveying and cartography techniques. Please contact him at
COOLSTOI@KC.RR.COM if interested in learning how to survey, with your
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availability/preferred dates. There will be many survey trips this fall to nearby (~
three hours’ drive) caves, and we need help!

The grotto is presenting a COMMUNIVERSITY CLASS on Tuesday, October
11", 2016 at UMKC — details and flyer below. We need help! Contact
COOLSTOI@KC.RR.COM if interested.

Jack Peters verified there was no further old or new business. The meeting
adjourned, whereupon several members went to Minsky’s Pizza, 5105 Main Street,
KCMO, for fellowship, libations and cheesy comestibles.

HH#H#

Cave Exploration and Citizen Science
2702A

Ever want explore a WILD (i.e., non-commercialized) cave? Missouri has
over 7,000! This class covers discovery, exploration, mapping, resource
management, endangered species, rappel & rescue, culinary culture and
citizen science associated with wild caves. Our speleo-sommelier will even
discuss how to select the right wine to go with your cave! At the end of the
class, we’ll schedule a Missouri cave trip based on YOUR interests, as
identified during the class.

CONVENER: Jim Cooley & Jack Peters (816-753-8111 )
Email: info@kcgrotto.org
Website: www.kcgrotto.org
CLASS FEE: $10.00
Session is Tuesday, October 11, 2016; 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM; Atterbury Student
Success Center, Rm. 236, UMKC Campus, 5000 Rockhill, Kansas City, MO 64110
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From the MSS Website:

Streiler City Cave regating
Streiler City Cave is a large cave located under the city of Perryville.

The entrance is in a city park and consists of a of section 4' concrete pipe leading to
more than 2700' of passage.

Much of this passage is of large dimension and the cave is an important biological
resource. Numerous salamanders and frogs, invertebrates, and even grotto sculpin
live in the cave.

But the bat population is missing owing to a fairly flimsy rebar gate that effectively
keeps them from using the cave. The mission is to replace the old gate with a bat-
friendly gate.

The city of Perryville is working hard to keep their caves open and biologically
intact. This project will help and is being enthusiastically supported by the city.

MCKC and CRF are also supporting this effort. What we need is folks to help,
particularly if you have cutting/welding experience, but all help is more than
welcome - in fact, critical. The gate will not be large, basically 9' x 5" and will be
constructed over the pipe entrance, so this project is completely on the surface. We
will be able to unload the steel immediately adjacent to the site.

When: Beginning Friday morning, September 23 - hopefully completing on the
24th. A trip into the cave will be taken on completion of the gate.

Where: Viola Blechle Park in the City of Perryville. From I-55 drive 2 miles north
on MO Rte 51, turn right on Star Street and go 1/2 mile to the end of Star. 1000
Star Street will get you there.

Who: MCKC, MSS, CREF, and City of Perryville.
Why: Help encourage bats to return to a large cave.

Contact: Scott House - scott house @hotmail.com
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Passage in Streiler Cave, Perry County, MO.

Current substandard gate, which will be replaced.

Streiler Cave, Perry County, MO.
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