
Kansas City Area Grotto 

September Regular Business Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, January 13, 2016 – 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Arthur Mag Conference Center – 4920 Cherry, KCMO 

1) Call to order by Jim Cooley at 7:00 p.m.  Present agenda. 
2) Recognize Visitors 

a) Krista Hughes 
b) Kristen Swanson 
c) Christian Coryell 
d) + two latecomers. 

3) Regular Members 
a) Jim Cooley 
b) Pic Walenta 
c) Jack Peters 
d) Bill Gee 
e) Kyle Lewis 
f) Nathan Taylor 
g) Jaclyn Dalby 
h) Tom Clark 
i) Angie Clark 

4) Presentation:  
a) Jim Cooley showed a presentation he gave yesterday on cave survey and cave gating,  to 

the City of Kansas City, MO,  regarding surveying and gating an abandoned limestone  
mine in Kansas City, MO. 

5) Minutes of last meeting: Minutes from November meeting approved. 
6) Reports: 

a) President – Jim Cooley reports  
b) Vice President Report – Jack Peters reports  
c) Treasurer Report –  

i) Bank balance $1,255. 
ii) Quarter MasterReport –Pic Walenta: Jim Cooley has most equipment, Jack Peters 

has the helmets. 
d) MSS Report – Jim Cooley reports:  January 23. 
e) MCKC - Jim Cooley reports  
f) CCC Report – Bill Gee.  Talked about data logger trip.   
g) Officer elections: Elected by acclimation!   

i) Jack Peters, President 
ii) Bill Gee, Vice-President 
iii) Jim Cooley, Secretary 
iv) Pic Walenta, Treasurer/Quartermaster 
v) MSS Director, Ken Grush 

7) Committee reports 
a) Missouri White Nose – Jim Cooley reports:  
b) Scout and other presentation.  None at this time. 
c) Communiversity February 9th evening 7:00 – 9:00 caving class UMKC 

i) Volunteers 
(1) Jim Cooley 
(2) Jack Peters 
(3) Bill Gee 
(4) Heidi Fletcher 
(5) Pic Walenta 



d) Novice Trips: Possibly 3rd weekend of February. 
e) Carroll Cave Conservancy – Bill Gee.  Last weekend data logger trip and introduction to 

OCDA cave divers. 
f) MSS Jim Cooley Next meeting: Saturday, January 23rd, 2016 in Rolla, 10:00 a.m.   Will 

be followed by instruction from Mick Sutton, PhD, on how to collect data for the new 
MSS faunal database. 

g) Cloud Nine Project – Annual Bat Survey, cave survey and map QC will be February 12-
18.  Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested in all or part of this period. 

8) Member Cave Trip Reports 
a) November 22nd: Ridgewalk near Appleton City, St. Clair County (Jim Cooley) 
b) December 3rd-8th: ONSR Cave monitoring and Shannon County Private caves recon 

(Jim Cooley)  Three new caves. 
c) December 9th: Barnett Hollow Ridgewalk with Rick Hines (Jim Cooley) 
d) December 21st: Walnut Hollow Cave Survey (Jim Cooley) 
e) December 23rd: Barnett Hollow Ridgewalk with Rick Hines (Jim Cooley)  One new 

cave. 
f) January 9th:  Carroll Cave Data Logger Service, OCDA (Bill Gee) 
g) January 12th: KCMO Mine Survey & Gating presentation (Jim Cooley) 

9) Upcoming Events 
a) April 29th-May 1st: Spring MVOR, hosted by MCKC 

10) Upcoming Cave trips 
a) January 15-22, 2016:  Cave survey and ridgewalking, Shannon and Ripley Counties, 

Missouri.  Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested in all or part of this 
period.  

b) January-February, 2016 TBA: Continuing survey in Walnut Hollow Cave, Osceola, MO.  
Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested. 

c) February 6th-7th: Carroll Cave Restoration Trip, Camden County, MO.  Contact Jack 
Peters at jack@peters2000.com if interested. 

d) February 12-17, 2016: Cloud 9 Ranch Annual Bat Survey, cave survey and map QC.  
Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested in all or part of this period. 

e) March, 2016 TBA: Cave survey, Lake of the Ozarks State Park and Camden County, 
MO.  Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested in all or part of this period. 

11)Adjournment. (Waldo Pizza – 7433 Broadway - 75th and Wornall).  But Waldo Pizza was 
closed, new winter hours!  So we went to Tanners, nearby.  We’ll need to find a new venue 
for the after-the-meeting meeting – maybe something closer to where the grotto meeting is 
held? 

 


