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Minutes of the 

Kansas City Area Grotto 

April Business Meeting 
and other interesting desiderata … 

Held Wednesday, April 13th, 2016 – 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Arthur Mag Conference Center – 4920 Cherry, KCMO 

 
The scheduled presentation by the owner of a climbing gym in Overland Park did 
not come off when the presenter no-showed. 
 
President Jack Peters called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and welcomed 
members and guests.  The following members were present: 
 
Jim Cooley, Jaclyn Dalbey, Bill Gee, Rick Hines, Gary Johnson, John McGuire, 
and Jack Peters.  Robin Bobo (robinbobo@gmail.com), a prospective member, was 
also present.  Visitors included Kylie Bush, Christian Coryell 
(coryell3030@gmail.com), Kristen Swanson (kristinswansonart@gmail.com), and 
Krista Hughes (khughes7@missouriwestern.edu). 
 
Secretary Jim Cooley stated that minutes of last meeting had been sent out via e-
mail, and asked if there were any corrections, changes or additions.  There were 
none.  A motion was made and passed to accept the minutes. 
 
Treasurer Pic Walenta could not be present, so Jack Peters gave the treasurer's 
report.  There is currently $1,014 in the treasury.   Disbursements this month 
included $150 for flowers for Pic’s son’s funeral, and $250 for materials for the 
outhouse at Cleveland Cave.  A motion was made and passed to accept the report. 
 
Jack then went over who had what gear, and where it was.  Pic has grotto apparel 
for sale.  Jim Cooley stated that the pop-up dining fly, which was mauled by a bear 
a couple of years ago in Oregon County, was finally trashed at the last Lake of the 
Ozarks State Park campsite.  A motion was made and passed to buy a new one, 
with the understanding that we will refrain from hanging sacks of trash from it 
while in bear country. 
 
Jim Cooley gave the White Nose Syndrome Update:  It’s everywhere.  See 
http://www.caves.org/WNS/index.htm  
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Jack Peters discussed novice trips, scouts & other presentations.  He helped with a 
Scout trip in March at Cleveland.  He will be leading a trip to Perkins Cave with 
Scouts and requested help.  Members are invited to participate, contact Jack at 
jack@peters2000.com. 
 
We still need an editor for The Guano. 
 
Bill Gee gave a brief report for Carroll Cave Conservancy.  He led a dive recon trip 
to the Lake Room sump.  The consensus was that was a LONG way to carry dive 
gear, but there were a couple of divable leads back there. 

   
Gary Johnson gave a detailed update on survey efforts at Clymer Cave in Hickory 
County.   He said that he would like to provide large-format maps to the 
landowner, and asked for an appropriation of up to $60 to get them printed at 
Kinko’s.  A  motion to this effect was made and passed.  Gary also said that Dave 
Egeland, our Hickory County contact, has located more caves for us to investigate 
and survey. 
 
Rick Hines announced the grotto picnic would be June 18th. 
 
Jim Cooley showed Dennis Novicky’s Fogey Cave survey video. 
 
Trip reports were given: 
 
Rick Hines reported on caving in the Dominican Republic with DJ Hall, including 
a 100-foot-deep vertical pit.  
 
Cooley reported on the latest couple of Lake of the Ozarks State Park survey trips, 
and on private lands survey efforts in that area of Camden County.  Three private 
lands caves will be available for visitation during MVOR, which is being hosted by 
MCKC.  Cooley then gave a very poor, badly organized presentation of 
photographs from these trips.  Upcoming trips: 
 

 ONSR gate repair, maintenance and cave monitoring, April 18-22, 2016.  
Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested 

 Barry County ridgewalking on MTNF April 23rd-26th, 2016.  Contact 
Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested. 

 Lake of the Ozarks State Park Cave map QC, April 29th, 2016.  Contact 
Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested 
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 June 16th-29th: Gating Carter Cave & Mine (six entrances), Barry 
County, MO.  Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested in 
all or part of this period. 

 
Upcoming Events 
 

 April 29th-May 1st: Spring MVOR, hosted by MCKC. 

 Orientation to Cave Rescue (OCR), April 23rd & 24th, 2016, Oolitic, IN.  
Contact Jess Deli, (812) 278-9577, at central@ncrc.info  or 
jess.deli14@gmail.com if interested. 

 2016 NSS/NCRC Cave Rescue Operations and Management Seminar, 
May 7th -14th, 2016, Camp Skyline, Mentone, Alabama, $675. Meals and 
lodging included. Contact Jess Deli, (812) 278-9577, at 
central@ncrc.info  or jess.deli14@gmail.com if interested. 

 Kentucky Speleofest, Memorial Day weekend, 2016. 
 
Jack Peters verified there was no further old or new business.  The meeting 
adjourned at 9:00 p.m., whereupon several members went to Minsky’s Pizza, 5105 
Main Street, KCMO, for fellowship, laughter, libations and copious cheesy 
comestibles. 
 

 
Bill Gee surveys in Old Toronto Road Spring Cave, Camden County, MO. 

(We have 998 feet surveyed, 300 more to go before the dig starts.) 

 
# # # 
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