
Kansas City Area Grotto 
February, 2015 Regular Business Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, February 11th, 2015  
Arthur Mag Conference Center – 4920 Cherry, KCMO 

 
Welcome and Introduce guests (Cooley) 
 
February Meeting Program:  Cliff Gill: CAVING IN JAMAICA (VIDEO) – FASCINATING STUFF! 
 
Minutes of last meeting (Jack/Austen Peters) accepted 
 
Members present 
Jim Cooley 
Pic Walenta 
DJ Hall 
Bill Gee 
Sam Clippinger 
Cliff Gill 
Gary Johnson 
Nathan  Taylor 
 
Visitors 
Dave Rogers 
Breann Rush  
Sydney Ash 
Becky Johnson 
 
Treasurer's, Fundraising (and apparel) and Quartermaster’s reports (Pic Walenta)  

 Dues are DUE FOR 2015: $15 per person, $22.50 for families 

 $1,752.75 balance.  Check to JC for gas reimbursement $35. 

 Visited Fundraiser Bingo night.  Hamburger Mary's 

 Bash Kits in Pic's garage.  Projector stove and awning survey tapes, two GPS units: Cooley,  
Helmets Jack.  
 

Old business 

 We always need people to provide meeting programs.  I would like to schedule them on the 
agenda out into the future so you know when you’re “on.” 

 
New Business 

 Change in format, presentation before the business meeting. 

 Constitution/ Bylaws.  Passed. 
 
White Nose Update (Jim Cooley) 

 The grotto has Lysol for sale for gear decontamination @ $.25 per fluid ounce (25 grams). 

 http://www.caves.org/WNS/index.htm -- the NSS data site for WNS 
 

http://www.caves.org/WNS/index.htm


 
 
Scout & other presentations (DJ Hall) 

 Nothing new to report. 
 
Novice trips (Jack Peters) 

 March 21st: Dream Cave Novice trip (Jack Peters)  This cave is full of “tom tom” stromatolites 
that must be seen to be believed. 

 
The Guano (Jim Cooley) 

 Jim Cooley is stepping down, does not have time to publish. 
   

Hickory County Project (Gary Johnson) 

 Map of Beck cave.   

 Siphon cave. 

 Blackwell cave. 
 

Carroll Cave Conservancy Report (Bill Gee, Rick Hines, DJ Hall) 

 Trip next Saturday Dr. Ashley trip. 

 Following week to Upper Thunder 
 
Missouri Speleological Survey Report (Jim Cooley) 

 January 23rd meeting report 

 Next meeting: May, 2015 
 

Missouri Caves & Karst Conservancy (Jim Cooley) 

 January 23rd meeting report 
 
Trip reports (all) 

 January 22nd: Cleveland Trip (Dave Mead, Jack Peters) 

 January 24th: Blackwell Cave Survey (Gary Johnson) 

 January 17th – 26th: MTNF Caves (Jim Cooley) 

 February 7th-9th: Piney Creek Wilderness backpack (Pic Walenta) 

 February 7th: Blackwell Cave map QC, ridgewalking (Gary Johnson) 
 
Upcoming Trips 

 February 14, Dr. Ashley trip into Carroll (Bill Gee) 

 February  21, Upper Thunder River to terminal waterfall Carroll (Bill Gee) 

 February 19th-23rd: Cloud 9 Survey and Annual Bat Census.  Jim Cooley, Lee Krout) 

 March 6th – 8th: Allie Spring and Mill Creek Caves surveys (Jim Cooley) 

 March 21st: Dream Cave Novice trip (Jack Peters) 

 TBD: Lake of the Ozarks State Park Cave Location, Characterization and Survey (Jim Cooley) 

 Weather permitting: Piney Creek Wilderness Ridgewalking for Bretz Cave (Jim Cooley)  

 May 26th – June 8th: Silver Mines Recreational Area Mine Closure Project (Jim Cooley) 
 

Upcoming Events 

 Spring MVOR, April 24-26, 2015 (Bill Gee) 



 MSS Meeting, Rolla, MO, May, 2015 (Jim Cooley) 

 May 16th – 17th: Orientation to Cave Rescue, Camdenton, MO (DJ Hall) 

 July , 2015:  NSS Convention, Waynesville, MO. (DJ Hall) 
 
Adjourn 
 
Waldo Pizza – 7433 Broadway (take Wornall south, it’s on the left across parking lot). 


