
Kansas City Area Grotto
September Regular Business Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, September 9th, 2015 – 7:00pm to 9:00pm
Arthur Mag Conference Center – 4920 Cherry, KCMO

1) Call to order by Jim Cooley at 7:00 pm- present agenda
2) Recognize Visitors

a) Coleman Wallace

b) Marc Smith

c) Jerry Folder

d) Iz Groceman

e) Jaclyn Dalbey 

f) Krista Hughes

3) Regular Members

a) Jim Cooley

b) Jack Peters

c) Bill Gee

d) Rick Hines

e) Pic Walenta

f) Nathan Taylor

g) Gary Johnson

h) Brandy Riggs

4) Presentation: Survey and Camping in Allie Spring Cave (and other stuff) Jim Cooley

5) Minutes of last meeting: Were sent out by e-mail.  No one had any changes, so a motion was 
made and passed unanimously to accept the minutes.

6) Reports:

a) President – Jim Cooley reports 

i) At tonight’s grotto meeting, we were contacted by a local historical society that 
has obtained access to the cave represented by the attached map.  They are 
interested Civil War or archeological artifacts of aboriginal origin associated with 
this cave.

ii) Jim asked if someone wished to take on this project but no one volunteered.  Jim 
said he would.

iii) Jim stated that they would like a couple of “professional” cavers to explore this 
cave for them.  He asked for one or two small cavers, in the likely event that this 
cave goes farther into this cave than he will be able to.  If you have a light wetsuit, 
you might want to bring it to push the sump at the back.

b) Vice President Report – Jack Peters reports 



c) Treasurer Report – Pic Walenta reports a balance of $1,582.75 in the KCAG bank 
account.  

i) Quarter MasterReport –Pic Walenta reports everything is where it usually is.

d) Motion to purchase two new 100 foot and two 50 foot tapes passed unanimously.

e) MSS Report – Jim Cooley reports:  Next meeting Sept 27 at Brome Moore cave.  There 
will be caving projects associated with this meeting.

f) MCKC - Jim Cooley reports that the Missouri Cave Karst Conservancy remains deep into 
Goodwin Sink.

g) CCC Report – Rick Hines reported that the annual meeting was poorly attended, was 
without a quorum, i.e., not enough board members to vote.  

7) Committee reports

a) Novice Trips: None scheduled.

b) Cleveland Cave Restoration – Dave Mead not present.  Cooley reported the landowner 
had expressed an interest to be shown his cave on the weekend of September 20th, and 
would try to arrange such a trip.

c) Hickory County – Gary Johnson reported that this project is winding down.  He is 
waiting on some permits from Scott House to finish some MDC caves.   There will 
probably also be a landowner’s trip at Elkton Cave on November 7th or thereabouts.

d) Cloud Nine Project – Lee Krout was not present. 

e) Missouri White Nose – Jim Cooley reports: Nothing new.

8) Member Cave Trip Reports

a) Valles Mines Mine closures August 15th (Cooley)

b) Moon’s Cave and Mines, August 15th (Cooley)

c) Pin Oak Cave Survey August 16th (Cooley)

d) Lewis Cave (RIP-001) cave diving with OCDA August 29th (Cooley)

e) Allie Spring Cave (PUL-317) survey trip, Dixon, Mo (Pulaski County), Labor Day 
weekend, September 5-7, 2015.  Also QC the Mill Creek Cave map (PUL-012).  This 
was the focus of the presentation at the beginning of the meeting.

f) Carroll Cave August 22.

9) Upcoming Events

a) Indiana Cave capers

b) MVOR – MVOR October 2-4, hosted by the Daedalus Cavers at the Birds Nest Lodge in 
Steelville Missouri.

10) Upcoming Cave trips

a) Rocky Hollow Quarry survey project (dates TBD), Excelsior Springs, MO.  (photos).



b) Carroll Cave (CAM-001) annual bat census trip to the Mountain Room. This will be on 
Saturday, October 24, 2015. This is a long and fairly difficult trip. We will document the 
state of the guano gauges, then count bats from the Lunch Room to the Mountain Room.  
Contact Bill Gee if interested, bgee@campercaver.net.

c) Radium Cave (BRY-016) gating and mine shaft closure project, October 27-November 5, 
2015, Barry County, MO.   Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested.

d) Wallace Cave (SHN-032) cave gating project, November 5-9, 2015, on Ozark National 
Scenic Riverways (Current River, Shannon County).  Contact Jim Cooley at 
coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested.

e) Mark Twain National Forest backpacking, ridgewalking, survey, and cave monitoring 
trip, November 25-30, 2015.  Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested.

f) Carroll Cave (CAM-001) trip to service the data loggers. This will happen on Saturday, 
January 9, 2016. This is a fairly easy trip suitable for Carroll Cave newbies.  Contact Bill 
Gee if interested, bgee@campercaver.net.

11) Adjournment. (Waldo Pizza – 7433 Broadway - 75th and Wornall)



Kansas City Area Grotto Committees

1) Novice Trips: Responsible for organizing trips for inexperienced cavers.
a) Chair: Jack Peters

2) Cleveland Cave Restoration : Responsible for the Restoration of Cleveland Cave
a) Project Manager : Dave Mead

3) Hickory County: Responsible for the discovery, documentation and survey of caves in 
Hickory County, MO.
a) Project Manager : Gary Johnson
b) Lori Schultz
c) DJ Hall

4) Quarter Master: Responsible for keeping track of all physical assets of the KCAG.
a) Pic Walenta

5) Fund Raising: Responsible for the fund raising efforts of the KCAG.
a) Chair : Pic Walenta
b) Andy Isbell

6) Presentation: Responsible for organizing and presenting caving information to scout, youth 
and other organized groups.
a) Chair : 

7) Website: Responsible for maintaining the KCAG website and list serv.
a) Lead: Sam Clippinger

8) Publicity: Responsible for promoting the KCAG through printed material and publicity 
efforts not limited to campuses flyers, earth day outreaches, and visitor welcome packet.
a) Chair : 

9) Welcoming: Responsible for making guests and visitors welcome at all events.
a) Chair :

10) Out of State Trip Organizer
a) Chair : 

11) MVOR: Representative to the Mississippi Valley Ozark Region. The purpose of the MVOR 
is to promote fellowship, exploration, and safety among cavers in the MVOR area.
a) Chair: Andy Isbell
b) Jeff Page
c) Bill Gee
d) Pic Walenta

12) Missouri White Nose working group: Dedicated to the conservation of bats and their 
habitatsand works to address bat-related issues with a regional approach.
a) Chair : Jim Cooley
b) Pic Walenta
c) Dave Mead

13) Guano : KCAG’s official magazine
a) Editor : 

14) Party/Picnic
a) Chair : Rick & Kay Hines


