
Kansas City Area Grotto 

July Regular Business Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, July 8th, 2015 – 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

Arthur Mag Conference Center – 4920 Cherry, KCMO 

These minutes were taken and prepared by Jack Peters.  Thanks, Jack! 

1) Call to order by President Jim Cooley at 7:08 pm.  Presented agenda. 

2) Recognize Visitors 

a) Peter Dwyer (DJ’s nephew, from Chicago). 

b) Kathy Pratt 

c) Krista Hughes (Missouri Western student, took Dr. Ashley’s class). 

3) Regular Members 

a) Jim Cooley 

b) Jack Peters 

c) DJ Hall 

d) Matt Kuehnert 

e) Pic Walenta 

f) Heidi Fletcher 

4) Presentation: Cooley showed an 18-minute GoPro video taken by CRF’s Dennis Novicky of 

the interior of the Einstein Mine, the largest of the four abandoned mines recently gated on 

the Silver Mines Recreational Area of the Mark Twain National Forest.  This mine opened in 

1879, and closed in 1881; silver, lead and then later tungsten was mined at this site.  The 
video cleared showed WHY this mine was gated:  Public Safety! 

5) Secretary - Motion made and minutes of the May meeting were accepted unanimously 

6) Reports: 

a) President – Jim Cooley reports  

i) Gated four mines on the Silver Mines Recreational Area on the mark Twain 

National Forest in Madison county 

ii) Watched video from Einstein Mine 

b)  Vice President Report – Jack Peters reports  

c) Treasurer Report – Pic Walenta reports a balance of $1,592.75 in the KCAG bank 

account.  Paid to help support bringing Cave Sim to the NSS Convention: $100.  Paid 

Ken Grush $50 for NSS gas. 

i) Motion to give a KCAG t-shirt and ball cap to Bruce Archambault, land owner for 

Alley Spring and Mill Creek caves.  Passed unanimously. 

ii) Motion to purchase six handheld FRS radios (36-mile range) for the grotto, for 

ridgewalking.  Passed unanimously. 

d) Quarter MasterReport –Pic Walenta reports Cooley has stove and awning, Matt Kuehnert 

is turning over helmets to Jack Peters.  Pic reports turning over bash kits to Jack, because 

he leads so many novice trips.  Cooley reports having some KCAG survey tapes, most 

pretty ragged by now, and a set of instruments. 

e) MSS Report – Jim Cooley reports:  Next meeting will be September 27 at Brome Moore 

cave.  Big item will be eliminating memberships.  We will dialogue this at August and 

September meetings.   

f) MCKC - Jim Cooley reports:  Nothing new from Missouri Cave Karst Conservancy  

g) CCC Report – Bill Gee and Rick Hines were not present 

h) Cave Reality show - DJ has been in touch with Flight 33 Productions in California and 

described the next steps to pursue becoming involved ina docu-soap” – a reality TV show 

about caving. 

7) Committee reports 

a) Novice Trips, Jack Peters:  None in last two months.  



b) Cleveland Cave Restoration – Dave Mead not present 
c) Hickory County – Gary Johnson not present 

d) Cloud Nine Project – Lee Krout not present.  Cooley reports we’re near the end of the 

survey phase, small passages in the back of Fogey being the biggest remaining 

challenges.  After the maps are drawn up, we’ll be doing a QC (quality control) visit or 

two to make sure they actually look like the caves! 

e) Fund Raising–Pic Walenta.  No report. 

f) Website – Sam Clippinger not present 

g) Missouri White Nose – Jim Cooley reports  

h) Guano – Cooley reports that he is collecting articles for an eventual issue or issues.  

i) Party/Picnic – Last month, it was a blast!!! 

j) NSS Convention - DJ Hall reports that the starts next Monday, with LOTS to do.  There 

is a scheduling web site with all events listed.   

8) Member Cave Trip Reports 

a) CRF got into Devils well on Ozark scenic river way.  Report are they will be going in 

with divers next. 

b) Trail life trip to Cleveland cave with rappelling.  No bats. 

c) Matt two weeks ago went to Perkins with his family.  Fun trip, no bats. 

d) Jim Cooley reported on the Silver Mines Gating trip.  If there is no other presentation for 

next month, he’ll show highlights on a Powerpoint for the meeting presentation. 

e) Cooley helped gate Crystal Cave in Cassville, June 8
th

. 

f) Jim Cooley and George Bilbrey fortified the gate on Perkins Cave, which Cooley 

manages for MCKC, on June 22
nd

, and reported a very strange lock failure event.  Matt 

Kuehnert placed hand-cleaning equipment and oil in the entrance on his recent trip there, 

to help keep the locks from getting fouled. 

9) Upcoming Events 

a) Ridge walking trip, Thanksgiving, MTNF.  

b) Indiana Cave Capers 

10) Upcoming projects 

a) Rocky Hollow Quarry Survey project, TBD, Excelsior Springs Mo. 

11)Adjournment. (Waldo Pizza – 7433 Broadway - 75th and Wornall) 



12) 

Kansas City Area Grotto Committees 

 

1) Novice Trips: Responsible for organizing trips for inexperienced cavers. 

a) Chair: Jack Peters 

2) Cleveland Cave Restoration : Responsible for the Restoration of Cleveland Cave 

a) Project Manager : Dave Mead 

3) Hickory County: Responsible for the discovery, documentation and survey of caves in 

Hickory County, MO. 

a) Project Manager : Gary Johnson 

b) Lori Schultz 

c) DJ Hall 

4) Quarter Master: Responsible for keeping track of all physical assets of the KCAG. 

a) Pic Walenta 

5) Fund Raising: Responsible for the fund raising efforts of the KCAG. 

a) Chair : Pic Walenta 

b) Andy Isbell 

6) Presentation: Responsible for organizing and presenting caving information to scout, youth 

and other organized groups. 

a) Chair :  

7) Website: Responsible for maintaining the KCAG website and list serv. 

a) Lead: Sam Clippinger 

8) Publicity: Responsible for promoting the KCAG through printed material and publicity 

efforts not limited to campuses flyers, earth day outreaches, and visitor welcome packet. 

a) Chair :  

9) Welcoming: Responsible for making guests and visitors welcome at all events. 

a) Chair : 

10) Out of State Trip Organizer 

a) Chair :  

11) MVOR: Representative to the Mississippi Valley Ozark Region. The purpose of the MVOR 

is to promote fellowship, exploration, and safety among cavers in the MVOR area. 

a) Chair: Andy Isbell 

b) Jeff Page 

c) Bill Gee 

d) Pic Walenta 

12) Missouri White Nose working group: Dedicated to the conservation of bats and their 

habitatsand works to address bat-related issues with a regional approach. 

a) Chair : Jim Cooley 

b) Pic Walenta 

c) Dave Mead 

13) Guano : KCAG’s official magazine 

a) Editor :  

14) Party/Picnic 

a) Chair : Rick & Kay Hines 

 


