
Kansas City Area Grotto 
Minutes of the Regular Business Meeting Wednesday, 

April 8th, 2015 – 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Arthur Mag Conference Center – 4920 Cherry, KCMO 

 

Vice-president Jack Peters led the meeting, welcoming everyone and introducing 

our guests.  Members present:  Richard Cindric, Jim Cooley, Bill Gee, Rick Hines, 

Gary Johnson, Jack Peters and Pic Walenta.  Guests: Dave Ashley, Tammy Beck, 

Joshua Blanch, Adam Burkart, Dillon Cox, Jeff Martin, and Anh Nguyen.  

 

Dr. David Ashley of Western Missouri University gave a presentation on 

speleobiology methods and protocols, and the results of recent (and not so recent – 

most were longitudinal studies) fieldwork.  Featured research sites included 

Smallin Civil War Cave, Carroll Cave, Tumbling Creek Cave, and others.  

Students Joshua Blanch, Dillon Cox, Jessica Rix, Adam Burkart and Corvette Way 

showed posters they had prepared for their speleology class with Dr. Ashley. 

 

Jack Peters mentioned that the minutes of last meeting had been sent out via e-

mail.  They were approved unanimously without change. 

 

Treasurer Pic Walenta gave the treasurer’s report.  There is $1,752.75 in the 

treasury. 

 

There was no old business.  Under new business, Rick Hines talked about the NSS 

convention, and the involvement of the Carroll Cave Conservancy.  

 

Jim Cooley gave an update on White Nose Syndrome and covered current decon 

procedures.  The grotto has Lysol for sale for gear decontamination @ $.25 per 

fluid ounce (25 grams).   More information can be found at  

http://www.caves.org/WNS/index.htm -- the NSS data site for WNS 

 

Jack Peters, our Novice Trips Chairperson, announced that no novice trips were 

currently scheduled, but he was working on one.   

 

There was a discussion on eliminating The Guano altogether, given the persistent 

lack of an editor.  This was tabled for future consideration. 

   

Gary Johnson reported on the Hickory County Project, and showed several 

awesome maps that he has prepared.  We are making progress with MDC through 

http://www.caves.org/WNS/index.htm


CRF toward getting some permits to survey some MDC-owned or –managed caves 

there, and there are some MDC parcels worth ridgewalking.  There is much more 

to do there. 

 

Jim Cooley gave the Missouri Speleological Survey (MSS) report.  The next  

meeting will be weekend of  May 2
nd

-3
rd

, 2015 @ Berome Moore Cave.  Camping 

will be available, and cave trips, mostly project trips.  Cooley reported that the 

Missouri Caves & Karst Conservancy meeting will probably be held the same 

weekend. 

 

Under recent trips, Jim Cooley reported on the completion of the Mill Creek Cave 

(PUL-012) survey March 6
th

-8
th
 , and also on the Lake of the Ozarks State Park 

survey project March 16
th

-21
st
.  Jack Peters reported on the Novice trip to Dream 

Cave March 21
st
 , which 16 folks attended.   

 

Upcoming Trips were announced: 

 April 13
th
 – 19

th
  - Lake of the Ozarks State Park surveys (CRF/Cooley) 

 Rocky Hollow Quarry Survey project (dates TBD), Excelsior Springs, MO. 

 May 26
th
 – June 8

th
: Silver Mines Recreational Area Mine Closure Project 

(Jim Cooley)   

 

Upcoming Events 

 Spring MVOR, April 24-26, 2015 (Bill Gee) 

 MSS Meeting, Berome Moore Cave, May 2
nd

-3
rd

, 2015 (Jim Cooley) 

 May 16
th
 – 17

th
: Orientation to Cave Rescue, Camdenton, MO (DJ Hall) 

 July 13-17, 2015:  NSS Convention, Waynesville, MO. (DJ Hall) 

 

Jack Peters adjourned the meeting at 8:58 and several of us went for beer and pizza 

at Waldo Pizza, 7433 Broadway, where a lively discussion ensued, including much 

talk about the history and future of the Carroll Cave Conservancy.  Dr. Ashley and 

four of his students honored us with their presence. 

 

Minutes prepared by Jim Cooley 4/9/2015 

 


