Kansas City Area Grotto
May 2015 Regular Business Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, May 13th, 2015 - 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Arthur Mag Conference Center — 4920 Cherry, KCMO

1) Call to order by President Jim Cooley at 7:08 p.m.

2) Presentation: Lake of the Ozarks State Park Survey project, by Jim Cooley & CIiff Gill.
3) Call business meeting to order: Vice-President Jack Peters.

4) Recognize Visitors

5)

6)
7)

8)

a)

Becky Johnson

Regular Members

a)
b)
c)
d)
€)
f)
9)
h)
i)
j)
k)

DJ Hall

Jack Peters
Bill Gee

Jim Cooley
Heidi Fletcher
Thomas Grant
Rick Hines
Austen Peters
Nathan Taylor
Pic Walenta
Cliff Gill

Secretary - motion made and April 2015 minutes were accepted unanimously.
Reports:

a)

b)

c)
d)

President — Jim Cooley reports - Lake of the Ozarks cave trip report. They found 8 new
caves!!

Vice President Report — Jack Peters reports - nothing.

Treasurer Report — Pic Walenta reports $1,747.75 in the bank

Quarter Master Report —Pic Walenta reports - Equipment has not changed since last
month. Jim Cooley has the projector, but that is going to be passed to Heidi Fletcher
tonight.

NSS Report — DJ Hall reports - Rick will be doing a caving photography report. He also
proposed doing a presentation of opening the back door of Carroll. If you want to do a
presentation at the contact DJ. There are pre camps and post camps.

White Nose - Jim Cooley reports - it's everywhere.

Scouts - DJ had a presentation last night for some scouts that are wanting to go on a cave
trip in mid June. Motion to donate $100 to CaveSim from the grotto funds. Motion
passes. Nathan Taylor will be leading an effort to get some Scout troops set up for a pre-
convention CaveSim visit to Kansas City, DJ Hall and Heidi Fletcher to check with their
Scout and church groups.

Committee reports

a)

b)
c)

d)

Novice Trip— Haven't had one in the last month. Would like to schedule one mid week.
Will be planning something in the near future.

Hickory County — nothing, Gary Johnson was not present.

CCC - biology trip with Dr. Ashley on Memorial Day. We have to work on scheduling
what is happening around the convention. There is also a trip leader training this coming
Sunday at 11:00 a.m.

MSS - Jim did not go to the last meeting, Ken Grush sat in as Jim’s proxy (Ken is a
KCAG member). Some changes were proposed to the bylaws to eliminate paid
memberships in favor of “cooperators.” This eliminates about $2,800 in organizational
revenue a year — in spite of growing membership numbers for the past three years. Some



arrangement as yet unspecified for Missouri Speleology is in the works — some sort of
subscription basis.

e) MCKOC - continues to work on Goodwin Sink. They had elections; Amy Crews stepped
down, Alicia Wallace is now the President.

f) Guano — Still do not have a editor. Cooley recently wrote some articles for a potential
guano. Cooley said anyone is welcome to prepare an issue — send draft PDF or Word
document to Cooley for review.

g) Party/Picnic — June 20, 2015 at Rick & Kay Hines’s house. Same places as for last
several years. Please RSVP to Rick ASAP to get good counts for meat.

9) Member Cave Trip Reports

a) Carroll Photo trip - DJ Hall - blind cave fish. Found only three going back to convention

hall.
10) Unfinished business

a)

11) New Member nominations — none.
12) New business

a)

13) Upcoming Events & Cave trips

a) June 13 invitation from the Friends of Onondaga Cave State Park - music and wine and
cheese event to honor our group.

b) May 29-31 — Silver Mines Mine Closure (gating) project. KCAG vertical experts will be
rigging a rescue highline across the St. Francis River. Also a training program for this
activity. Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com for details. Should be a blast!

¢) Mid June - Week long trip to southeast Missouri, probably including Cloud Nine Ranch
and two new caves to survey in Ripley County, one to check out in Howell County.

d) June 6 — Over The Edge event in Wichita.

e) Memorial day weekend trip to Ennis Cave.

f) NSS Convention —see websites. Many re-camps and post-camps.

g) Trip leader training this Sunday at Carroll Cave. Contact Rick Hines.

h.) Bill Gee is leading a CCC trip with Dr. Ashley to Carroll Cave on Memorial Day. Needs
help!

14) General Announcements — none.
15) Adjournment. (Waldo Pizza — 7433 Broadway - 75th and Wornall)


mailto:coolstoi@kc.rr.com

Kansas City Area Grotto Committees

1) Novice Trips: Responsible for organizing trips for inexperienced cavers.
a) Chair: Jack Peters
2) Cleveland Cave Restoration : Responsible for the Restoration of Cleveland Cave
a) Project Manager : Dave Mead
3) Hickory County: Responsible for the discovery, documentation and survey of caves in
Hickory County, MO.
a) Project Manager : Gary Johnson
b) DJ Hall
4) Quartermaster: Responsible for keeping track of all physical assets of the KCAG.
a) Pic Walenta
5) Fund Raising: Responsible for the fund raising efforts of the KCAG.
a) Chair : Pic Walenta
b) Andy Isbell
6) Presentation: Responsible for organizing and presenting caving information to scout, youth
and other organized groups.
a) Chair:
7) Website: Responsible for maintaining the KCAG website and list serv.
a) Lead: Sam Clippinger
8) Publicity: Responsible for promoting the KCAG through printed material and publicity
efforts not limited to campuses flyers, earth day outreaches, and visitor welcome packet.
a) Chair:
9) Welcoming: Responsible for making guests and visitors welcome at all events.
a) Chair:
10) MVOR: Representative to the Mississippi Valley Ozark Region. The purpose of the MVOR
is to promote fellowship, exploration, and safety among cavers in the MVOR area.
a) Chair: Andy Isbell
b) Jeff Page
c) Bill Gee
d) Pic Walenta
11) Guano : KCAG’s official magazine
a) Editor: Open. Anyone can publish one, though — send PDF to Cooley for review.
12) Party/Picnic
a) Chair: Rick & Kay Hines



