
Kansas City Area Grotto 

September Regular Business Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, August 12th, 2015 – 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

Arthur Mag Conference Center – 4920 Cherry, KCMO 

1) Call to order by Jim Cooley at 7:00 pm.  Presented agenda. 

2) Recognize Visitors: 

a) Jacqueline Dalbey  

b) Krista Hughes 

3) Regular Members 

a) Jim Cooley 

b) Jack Peters 

c) DJ Hall 

d) Nathan Taylor 

e) Bill Gee 

f) Austin Toler 

g) Rick Hines 

h) John McGuire 

i) Jay Kennedy & Son. 

4) Presentation by Rick Hines: Opening the Back Door to Carroll Cave. 

5) Secretary’ Report - Motion made and July 8, 2015 minutes were accepted unanimously. 

6) Officer Reports: 

a) President – Jim Cooley reports  

i) Gated four mines in on Silver Mines Recreation Area, USFS, Madison County, 

end of May. 

b)  Vice President Report: Jack Peters reports. 

c) Treasurer Report – Pic Walenta reports (in absentia) a balance of $1,587.75 in the KCAG 

bank account.  Radios for ridgewalking have not yet been purchased. 

d) Quarter Master Report –Attendees reviewed who is in possession of what.  

e) MSS Report – Jim Cooley reports.  Next meeting Sept 27 at Brome Moore Cave.  Cooley 

cannot make it.  Ken Grush will be KCAG proxy. 

f) MCKC - Jim Cooley reports.  Missouri Cave Karst Conservancy caves were featured at 

convention: Perkins, Allie Spring, Mill Creek. 

g) Carroll cave Conservvancy Report – Bill Gee and Rick Hines report 200 people through 

the cave during the NSS Convention.  Water level was up 20 feet at the beginning of 

convention, Thunder Falls was impassable, it was Thunder Lake.  Overflow went down 

Carroll River passage.   

h) Cave Reality show - DJ has been in touch with Joel Frnaklin, but nothing more has 

occurred. 

7) Committee reports 

a) Novice Trips:  Jack Peters would like to schedule one soon. 

b) Cleveland Cave Restoration – Dave Mead was not present 

c) Hickory County – Gary Johnson was not present 

d) Cloud Nine Project – Lee Krout was not present.  Cooley reports most field work done, 

with exception of small, far passages in Fogey Cave.  Much cartography remains. 

e) Fund Raising–Pic Walenta was not present. 

f) Website – Sam Clippinger was not present. 

g) MVOR – MVOR will be October 2-4, hosted by the Daedalus Cavers at the Birds Nest 

Lodge in Steelville Missouri.  Theme will be:  The Old-Timers.  Daedalus is soliciting 

old photos and stories on Mocaves. 

h) Missouri White Nose – Jim Cooley reports:  Widespread.  Bat counts down.  

i) Guano – Editorship is open.  



j) NSS Convention - DJ Hall reported that it was a good event.  Cooley commended DJ for 
doing a massive effort and holding three portfolios at convention.   

8) Member Cave Trip Reports 

a) Rick Hines reported on a photo trip to Ennis and another to Blanchard Springs with Dave 

Bunnell, right before convention. 

b) Allie Spring Cave was open for one trip at the end of convention (Cooley) on July 18
th

.  

Almost a mile of new cave was found and scooped by Dennis Novicky, Brenda 

Goodnight, and six Texas cavers, including the president of the Austin Grotto. 

c) On July 31
st
 a large Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Division of State Parks 

team River Cave (CAM-007) to examine results of a flood event that precipitated a 

sinkhole collapse.  Jim Cooley participated as a gating expert.  They have a real mess, 

with the River Cave gate now having ten feet of rockfall lying against it. 

d) August 1: Lewis Cave (RIP-001) cave diving with divers Ben Perkins and Dirk Bennett 

of Ozark Cave Diving Alliance (OCDA), and their support team.  Cooley, who manages 

access to this cave for MCKC, assisted with the logistics of getting the dive gear through 

3,100 feet of cave to the sump.  The two divers traversed 75 feet of sump, emerged in 341 

feet of dry passage, dove a second sump that was about 50 feet long, and emerged into a 

much longer section of dry passage, more complex than the first 3,100 feet, representing 

about 1,000 feet of virgin dry passage with a waterfall.  They did not reach the end of this 

section.  Plans are to return with videographers and do a full survey; a line-plot survey 

was done of the first 75-foot sump and the second dry section of 341 feet. 

9) Upcoming Events 

a) MVOR, October 2-4, Steelville. 

b) Indiana Cave capers 

10) Upcoming Cave trips 

a) Rocky Hollow Quarry survey project (dates TBD), Excelsior Springs, MO. 

b) Carroll Cave (CAM-001) annual bat census trip to the Mountain Room. This will be on 

Saturday, October 24, 2015. This is a long and fairly difficult trip. We will document the 

state of the guano gauges, then count bats from the Lunch Room to the Mountain Room.  

Contact Bill Gee if interested, bgee@campercaver.net. 

c) Allie Spring Cave (PUL-317) survey trip, Dixon, Mo (Pulaski County), Labor Day 

weekend, September 5-7, 2015.  Wetsuit mandatory, big cave survey project, experienced 

cavers only. Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested.  Will also QC the 

Mill Creek Cave map (PUL-012). 

d) Radium Cave (BRY-016) gating and mine shaft closure project, October 27-November 5, 

2015, Barry County, MO.   Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested. 

e) Wallace Cave (SHN-032) cave gating project, November 5-9, 2015, on Ozark National 

Scenic Riverways (Current River, Shannon County).  Contact Jim Cooley at 

coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested. 

f) Mark Twain National Forest backpacking, ridgewalking, survey, and cave monitoring 

trip, November 25-30, 2015.  Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested. 

g) Carroll Cave (CAM-001) trip to service the data loggers. This will happen on Saturday, 

January 9, 2016. This is a fairly easy trip suitable for Carroll Cave newbies.  Contact Bill 

Gee if interested, bgee@campercaver.net. 

h) Tentative restoration trip into Carroll August 22nd.  DJ Hall. 

i) Dr. Jay Kennedy announced the Level 1 NCRC training May 6-14 at Skyline Ranch in 

Alabama, where he will be an instructor.  Contact Jay st Caver_doc@hotmail.com for 

details.  It generally costs around $500 for the course.  there are some pre-requisites for 

vertical, talk to Jay before you sing up. 

11)  Adjournment.  Group repaired to Waldo Pizza – 7433 Broadway - 75th and Wornall. 

# # # 


