
Kansas City Area Grotto 

September Regular Business Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, January 14th, 2015 – 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

Arthur Mag Conference Center – 4920 Cherry, KCMO 

1) Call to order by President DJ Hall at 7:03 pm.  Agenda presented. 

2) Recognize Visitors 

a) Bob Morgan 

b) Austin Toler 

c) Christian Herin  

3) Regular Members 

a) Jim Cooley 

b) Bill Gee 

c) DJ Hall 

d) Greg Herin 

e) Rick Hines 

f) Gary Johnson 

g) Matt Kuehnert 

h) David Mead 

i) Jack Peters 

j) Austen Peters 

k) Pic Walenta 

4) Secretary - motion made and November minutes were accepted unanimously 

5) Reports: 

a) President – DJ Hall reports that this is DJ's last meeting as president.  He has some things 

to discuss later in the meeting. 

b)  Vice President Report – Jim Cooley reports nothing necessarily to report right now.  

When we get to upcoming reports we will have a bunch to talk about.  There are quite a 

few trips coming up in the next five months. 

c) Treasurer Report – Pic Walenta reports a balance of $1,224.75 in the KCAG bank 

account after purchasing two GPS units for the Grotto.  Dues are due for this year.  It is 

$15 for an individual, and $21.50 for a family.  Treasurers report accepted. 

d) Quarter Master Report –Pic Walenta reports that Jack has the helmets and lights.  DJ has 

the projector, but Cooley is taking it tonight.  Cooley has pretty much everything else 

tonight.  DJ has the compass and clino because he just got them both fixed. 

e) MSS Report – Jim Cooley reports that the MCKC meeting will be Jan. 24 in Rolla at 9:00 

a.m.  He will be making a presentation on the purchase of Cleveland Cave.  Also in the 

morning there will be presentations from various cave surveyors from around the area to 

the MSS, which should be VERY interesting.  Jim will be presenting on the 45 new caves 

he or his teams have discovered in Oregon County.  Business meeting for MSS starts at 

1:00 p.m.   

f) CCC Report – Bill Gee reports - Nothing much new to report.  The CCC is setting aside 

$2,000 for new equipment and repairs to data loggers (or battery changes). 

6) Committee reports 

a) Novice Trip – Jack Peters talked about the upcoming novice trips mentioned below. 

b) Cleveland Cave Restoration – Dave Mead - Scrubbed paint with Austin Toler. 

c) Hickory County – Gary Johnson report that most of the recent activity has been in Beck 

Cave.  Coming up we will be surveying Blackwell Cave.  We will probably try to 

squeeze in a bushwhacking trip in February. 

d) Cloud Nine Project – Lee Krout was not present.  Cooley mentioned an October trip to 

take DNA samples from salamanders.  Two or three big caves that need survey work 

done on them.  If you are interested in seeing Cloud Nine, you better hurry!  SHAME ON 



BILL GEE for having never visited the 31 caves there, yet!  And it’s such a nice 
campground, too!  We’ll be returning for out annual bat survey in February – dates TBD. 

e) Fund Raising–Pic Walenta reports that she has tee shirts and other paraphernalia.  

f) Scout & Outreach Presentations – Nothing scheduled at this time. 

g) Website – Sam Clippinger reports - Nothing 

h) Welcoming– Chair position is open. 

i) Publicity – Chair position is open. 

j) AUCTION – Rick Hines brought in a bunch of stuff, all the things were sold. $245.52 

raised in the Auction. 

k) Missouri White Nose – Jim Cooley reports that the WNS fungal disease rages through 

Missouri.  Investigators with MDC in southeastern Missouri recently found several long-

eared bats with obvious white nose disease.  USFWS is about to name the Northern Long 

Eared Bat as an endangered species. 

l) Guano – Nothing 

m) Party/Picnic – Cool Stuff 

7) Member Cave Trip Reports 

a) Bill Gee did the annual data logger trip last Saturday, January 10th.  Three out of the four 

data loggers were low on batteries.  Batteries will be replaced at the factory and will 

hopefully be put back in by the February trip. 

b) Cooley had a Thanksgiving trip to Stalactite Cave looking for grotto salamanders.  Went 

over to Dog Gone Pit where a guy saw his dog disappear before his eyes walking across a 

field - -we learnedof this from the newspaper.  The fire department came out and rescued 

the dog.  Cooley’s team checked out the pit, found it was nothing to report to MSS.  Then 

they went to Cotton Creek Cave.  Could not find more salamanders.  Then went to One-

Room Pit, which was turned in by the Oregon County Sherriff’s Department, and 

surveyed it.  Then went to Turtle Altar Cave and spent two days surveying it.  They 

found a spotted skunk in the back, which is a Forest endangered species.  Next went to 

survey Still cave and are going back to finish the survey this weekend.  Went to Weepy 

Seep cave.  Discovered three new caves and surveyed them, (Balanced Rocks Cave, Bliss 

Critter Crawl Cave, and Cassiopeia Tunnel), none of them were longer than 45 feet. 

c) In December Ken Grush, Cliff Gill, Rita Worden, and DJ Hall went to Everett Cave in 

Benton County and did some more surveying.  Cooley, Jack Peters and Steve Caulfield 

went to Spring Cave.  After Spring Cave, Jack and Steve went to Boogred Allen/Lost 

Boys Cave.  The Cooley and Grush went to Knobby Creek Cave, Bootleggers Cave (new 

find), and Jedlicka-Vollmer Cave and surveyed.  Big fun! 

d) Matt Kuehnert attended First Aid Training.  Instructor, Cliff Stockton, used to be and 

EMT.  Put on by a group called SOLO based in New Hampshire.  Matt strongly 

recommends this excellent training. 

e) Second Tuesday of each month Rick Hines attends a STEM (a club devoted to Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Math) meeting, last night Tom Grant did a presentation.  

At their last meeting, a guy from Kansas talked about their new CSI crime lab.  They 

have a new laser surveying tool that documents crime scenes.  Could be used for 

surveying caves!!! 

f) DJ did a Carroll Restoration trip where they brought a truck battery to run the water 

pump and cleaned many formations 

8) Elections for new officers were held.  Grotto officers for 2015 are:  Jim Cooley, president, 

Jack Peters, Vice President, Austen Peters, Secretary (with help promised from Austin Toler 

– this is our Austen & Austin initiative!), and Pic Walenta, Treasurer. 

9) Motion to Adapt KCAG Constitution and Bylaws - we will vote on changing them next 

meeting.  DJ handed out hard copies to those who want them. 

10) Upcoming Events: July 13-17 is the 2015 NSS Convention. 

11) Upcoming Cave trips 



 Jan 16-18: Ridgewalking and cave survey, Irish Wilderness, Oregon County, MO. 

 Backpacking may be involved.  Call Jim Cooley ASAP @ 816-753-8111. 

 Jan 19-21: CRF Cave monitoring and survey, Carter County, MO.  Call Jim Cooley ASAP 

@ 816-753-8111. 

 Jan 22: Novice trip to Cleveland Cave. 

 Jan 22-23: CRF Cave monitoring and archeology, Barry County, MO.  Call Jim Cooley 

ASAP @ 816-753-8111  

 Jan 24: MSS meeting, Rolla.  Great presentations in the morning! 

 Feb 13-15 and/or 20-22: Winter Bat Census and cave survey, Cloud 9 Ranch, Ozark County, 

MO.  Contact Jim Cooley,coolstoi@kc.rr.com 

 February 16-20: Cave monitoring and survey, Lake of the Ozarks State Park, Camdenton, 

MO. Contact Jim Cooley,coolstoi@kc.rr.com 

 End of February/beginning of March: Dream Cave - Jack Peters 

 March 13-23: Various cave survey and ridgewalking projects, Mark Twain National Forest, 

Oregon County, MO and Barry County, MO.  Backpacking involved!  Contact Jim 

Cooley, coolstoi@kc.rr.com 

 End of March: Crystal Caverns - Jack Peters 

 April 3-5: Three day float trip, Jacks Fork River, for cave monitoring, joint trip with Windy 

City Grotto.  Limited spots.  Contact Jim Cooley, coolstoi@kc.rr.com 

 May 8-9: Over the Edge at the Marriott at I435 and Metcalf in Overland Park, KS. 

 May 10-19: Silver Mines mine closure (cave gating) project, Madison County, MO, for Mark 

Twain National Forest.  High-line work and training involved, courtesy of Terry DeFraities 

and Jay Kennedy, on the first weekend.   Contact Jim Cooley, coolstoi@kc.rr.com.  These 

dates are tentative. 

 May 16-17: NCRC Orientation to Cave Rescue in Camdenton, MO.  Several members 

vouched for how useful this training is.  Contact DJ Hall at dj.hall@rangerdj.com 

12) General Announcements – None.. 

 

a) Presentation:  Gary Johnson, Beck Cave survey and map.  This excellent presentation 

was regrettably cut short because we ran out of time. 

13)Adjournment. (Waldo Pizza – 7433 Broadway - 75th and Wornall) 

 

14) AFTER THE MEETING, at pizza, a motion was made and passed unanimously 

to contribute $500 of grotto funds to the purchase of Cleveland Cave.  Members 

who were at the meeting but not at pizza were subsequently polled via e-mail, and 
enough voted yes for the motion to pass (with no NO votes as of this writing).  

With other personal pledges, we now have $5,500 pledged toward the purchase of 
Cleveland cave by the MCKC, if this can be worked out with our beloved 

landowner, Vic Nickel, who is selling the property and moving to Kearney. 
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Kansas City Area Grotto Committees 

 

1) Novice Trips: Responsible for organizing trips for inexperienced cavers. 

a) Chair : Austen & Jack Peters  

2) Cleveland Cave Restoration : Responsible for the Restoration of Cleveland Cave 

a) Project Manager : Dave Mead 

3) Hickory County: Responsible for the discovery, documentation and survey of caves in 

Hickory County, MO. 

a) Project Manager : Gary Johnson 

b) Lori Schultz 

c) DJ Hall 

4) Quarter Master: Responsible for keeping track of all physical assets of the KCAG. 

a) Pic Walenta 

5) Fund Raising: Responsible for the fund raising efforts of the KCAG. 

a) Chair : Pic Walenta 

b) Andy Isbell 

6) Outreach Presentations: Responsible for organizing and presenting caving information to 

scout, youth and other organized groups. 

a) Chair : DJ Hall 

7) Website: Responsible for maintaining the KCAG website and list serv. 

a) Webmaster: Sam Clippinger 

8) Publicity: Responsible for promoting the KCAG through printed material and publicity 

efforts not limited to campuses flyers, earth day outreaches, and visitor welcome packet. 

a) Chair : Open 

9) Welcoming: Responsible for making guests and visitors welcome at all events. 

a) Chair : Open 

10) Out of State Trip Organizer  Chair : Open. 

11) MVOR: Representative to the Mississippi Valley Ozark Region. The purpose of the MVOR 

is to promote fellowship, exploration, and safety among cavers in the MVOR area. 

a) Chair: Andy Isbell 

b) Jeff Page 

c) Bill Gee 

d) Pic Walenta 

12) Missouri White Nose working group: Dedicated to the conservation of bats and their habitats 

and works to address bat-related issues with a regional approach. 

a) Chair : Jim Cooley 

b) Pic Walenta 

c) Dave Mead 

13) Guano : KCAG’s official magazine 

a) Editor : Jim Cooley 

14) Party/Picnic 
a) Chair : Rick & Kay Hines 


