
Kansas City Area Grotto
November Regular Business Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, November 11th, 2015 – 7:00pm to 9:00pm
Arthur Mag Conference Center – 4920 Cherry, KCMO

1) Call to order by Jim Cooley at 7:00 p.m.  Present agenda.
2) Recognize Visitors

a) Anna Koehne

b) Jay Bridgewater

3) Regular Members present

a) Jim Cooley

b) Jack Peters

c) Bill Gee

d) Heidi Fletcher

e) Lee Krout

f) Jacob Krout

g) Rick Hines

h) Cliff Gill

i) Gary Johnson

4) Presentations: “Hands-On Caving,” by Jim Cooley.  “Bat Census in the Mountain Room in 
Carroll Cave,” Cliff Gill.

5) Minutes of last meeting: No minutes were taken from the last meeting. 

6) Reports:

a) President – Jim Cooley reports 

b) Vice President Report – Jack Peters reports 

c) Treasurer Report – Jim Cooley, reporting for the absent treasurer and quartermaster Pic 
Walenta, reported a bank balance of $1280.00.  Purchases within the last month including 
six (6) FRS radios for ridgewalking, at $288.00; four reel-type 100-foot decimal survey 
tapes at $44.00; and MSS Annual Affiliation fee of $25.00.  Cooley review where the 
gear is; Jack Peters has the helmets.

d) MSS Report – Jim Cooley reports:  Next meeting January 23rd in Rolla, 9:00 a.m.

e) MCKC - Jim Cooley reports that the Missouri Cave Karst Conservancy remains deep into 
Goodwin Sink.

f) CCC Report – very light turn out, no action taken as result of the meeting.  No minutes 
have been turned in.  Rick would like to schedule a surface trip to investigate possible 
routes of entry for water from the surface, to account for the observed the water level 
changes during major rain events.  



7) Committee reports

a) Novice Trips: None scheduled.

b) Cleveland Cave Restoration – Nothing mentioned.

c) Hickory County – Elkton trip this past weekend.  Unsure of the future of the land, due to 
the land owner passing away earlier this year.

d) Cloud Nine Project – Lee Krout.  Nothing to report.  There will be a bat survey trip, 
survey trip, and map QC trip some weekend probably in February.  Contact Jim Cooley if 
interested in this trip.

e) Missouri White Nose – Jim Cooley reports: Rampant in Missouri.  Rick Hines noted that 
it has been found in China.

f) Hickory County Report: Gary Johnson reported on the Elkton landowner’s trip, and also 
on some survey possibilities in MDC caves, once permits are obtained through CRF.

8) Member Cave Trip Reports

 Pin Oak Cave Survey Sept. 19th (Cooley)
 Walnut Hollow Cave Survey, October 6th (Cooley)
 Lagoon & Accident Cave surveys, Irish Wilderness, October 11th-12th (Cooley)
 Trolley Track Trail mine assessment, October 22nd (Hines, Gill, Cooley)
 Cleveland Cave Locals visits, October 25th (Cooley)
 Carroll Cave (CAM-001) annual bat census trip to the Mountain Room. Saturday, 

October 24, 2015.  Bill Gee
 Radium Cave (BRY-016) gating and mine shaft closure project, October 27-November 2, 

2015, Barry County, MO (Bridgewater, Cooley)
 Onyx Cave Barry County Gate repair, November 3rd (Cooley)
 Wallace Cave (SHN-032) cave gating project, November 5th-7th, 2015, on Ozark National 

Scenic Riverways (Current River, Shannon County – Bridgewater, Cooley)  
 Medlock Gate repair, ONSR, November 7th (Bridgewater, Cooley)
 Elkton Cave trip, October 7th, 2015 (Gary Johnson)

Many of the trip reports were covered in the presentations at the beginning of the meeting.
9) Upcoming Events

MCKC, MSS meetings (see above)

Grotto Christmas party, December 12th, 6:00 p.m., home of Rick and Kay Hines.  See 
invitation below.  All are welcome.  Please RSVP.

10) Upcoming Cave trips
a) Mark Twain National Forest backpacking, ridgewalking, survey, and cave monitoring 

trip, November 25-30, 2015.  Contact Jim Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com if interested.

b) Carroll Cave (CAM-001) trip to service the data loggers. This will happen on Saturday, 
January 9, 2016. This is a fairly easy trip, about six hours long, suitable for Carroll Cave 
newbies.  Contact Bill Gee if interested, bgee@campercaver.net.  The trip is currently full 
but contact Bill to get on the waiting list.

Adjournment. (Waldo Pizza – 7433 Broadway - 75th and Wornall)

mailto:bgee@campercaver.net



