
    Kansas City Area Grotto
Minutes of Monthly Business Meeting

Wednesday, October 12, 2011

Call To Order
The meeting was called to order by Vice President Brandy Riggs at 7:09 p.m.

Previous Minutes
Previous minutes were accepted.

Attendance

The following members were present: Brandy and Cyle Riggs, Pic Walenta, Rick Hines, Matt 
Kuehnert, Andy Isbell, Chandra Ruff, Andrew Mason, and Michael and Juliane Smoker

The following guests were present: Nathan Taylor Hannah Jane Chambers, Robert Weber, Ken 
Roussel, Elliot Skinner.

Treasurer's Report

Treasurer Brandy Riggs reported a beginning balance of $2,019.39 and ending balance of 
$2,731.0 for September. 

Old Business
MRI Sponsorship
Tom has not officially retired yet and will not likely before the end of the year.

Cub Scouts Presentation
Bryan Carmoney gave the presentation to the cub scouts and said it went well.

New Business

Carroll Cave
A motion was approved to spend up to $100 on cave restoration gear to be used on the 
Cleveland Cave project.

Novice Trips
Cyle Riggs volunteered to lead a trip to Skaggs in March of 2012. More trips will be planned later 
in 2012.

Grotto Apparel
Pic Walenta gave a report on the status of our apparel stock.

Fund-raiser
Pic announced there will be no more fund-raisers this year.

Guano
Bill was not present to give a report.



Hickory County Update
Gary Johnson was not present to give a report. Cyle Riggs reported on the latest survey trip to 
Calf-Trap Cave and Colbert Cave.

CCC
Rick Hines reported on the upcoming land-owner and grotto novice trip.

MSS Report
Jim Cooley was not present to give a report on the MSS on-goings. Cyle Riggs submitted a map 
for Calf-Trap Cave.

Grotto / MoDNR Approval
Michael Smoker moved that we affiliate with the grottos in the region attempting to work with the 
MoDNR to work towards their caving-related goals with the caving community.  Brandy Riggs, 
grotto Vice-President and Treasurer, was elected as liaison with this project.

The Hills
Jim Cooley, the President of the grotto, has been featured in the local magazine The Hills. Pic 
Walenta passed around the magazine, noting that her mother thought Jim looked like John 
Wayne in the magazine.

Trip Reports

Benton County Cave Entrances
Pic Walenta reported on checking out some entrances.

Float Trip
Mike Smoker reported on taking a friend from Pennsylvania to the Jacks Fork river. An upside-
down video of 

Grotto Apparel
Pic Walenta gave a report on the status of our apparel stock.

Smoker-Smoker Wedding
Cyle Riggs gave a report on the Smoker-Smoker wedding.

Presentation
Rick Hines gave a presentation on the Onondaga Cave photography weekend, featuring the 
usual stunning photographs representing the state-of-the-art in cave photography.

Michael Smoker gave a presentation showing his progress on modifications to the Suunto 
Tandem.

Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m., and many repaired to Waldo Pizza for further fellowship.

Respectfully submitted,
Cyle Riggs, Grotto Secretary


