
Kansas City Area Grotto
Minutes of Monthly Business Meeting

Wednesday, February 9, 2011

Call To Order
The meeting was called to order by President Jim Cooley at 7:11 p.m.

Previous Minutes
Members reviewed the minutes online ahead of the meeting.

Attendance

The following members were present: James Cooley, Cyle Riggs, Brandy Riggs, Matt Keuhnert, 
Andy Isbell, Gary Johnson, Bill Gee, Michael Hartley, Pam Rader, Pic Walenta, David Foran, 
Dave Mead, Elaine Gileo, Bryon Carmoney, Heidi Carmoney

No guests were present.

Treasurer's Report

Brandy Riggs gave a 2010 grotto finance report, reporting that the grotto had a net loss for the 
year. A motion was proposed to allow collecting of dues and other moneys with online invoicing 
and was passed. It was discussed that Brandy Riggs and Jim Cooley would be the allowed 
signatures on the account. A balance of $561.87 was reported for the month of January with 
deposits of $163.50 and no withdrawals.

Old Business

Dr. Ashley Presentation

Dr. Ashley may be invited to do a presentation to the grotto during the March meeting.

New Business

New Members

Elaine Gilleo was voted in as a new member

WNS

Jim announced that there has been no signs of further spread of WNS in Missouri to his 
knowledge through the winter.

Scouts

-Bryon Carmoney is to give a talk on Feb. 21 to the KC Outdoor Club in Mission, KS.



-Troop 360 in Kaerney is looking for information, a response was sent by Brandy Riggs.

MVOR

This item will be removed from future agendas.

Novice Trips

-Brandy gave an update on the scheduled novice trips.

-Carroll Cave item will specify “special requirements” in the future on the schedule.

-Carmoney suggested several caves in the Waynesville area as potential novice trip locations.

Grotto Apparel

Pic Walenta announced final pricing on the grotto apparel orders and minimum order amounts 
which have been given to the treasurer. When the minimum of each item has been purchased the 
grotto will make the orders and then sell the remaining items for profit. This has been setup such 
that there will be no negative impact on the grotto bank account while waiting for items to be sold.

WNSWG

A motion was passed to allow reimbursements of less than fifty one dollars for grotto members 
traveling to a WNSWG meeting, in which case the treasurer will require a mileage log prior to 
reimbursement.

Fund Raiser

-A boat launch in Mill Creek Streamway Park has been selected as the location, but some issues 
are being settled with the park service relating to the sale of items and whether we would be 
considered a “vendor” in the park. 

-Some raffle tickets will be sold to raise money for the grotto.

-Randy Bruegger is offering a spot in his flea market for us to sell items.

-The printing of flyers was discussed.

Guano

Bill Gee needs more content before another issue can be published.

Hickory County

Gary Johnson that there has not been much activity in the last month on the Hickory County front 
due to weather issues. Some thought to be lost survey data has been submitted to Gary and a 
map will be made for Stark Cave with the data.

Bryon Carmoney reports that he knows a Wheatland land owner that has invited him to visit his 
property to search for caves.

CCC

Rick Hines has a cave pirates trip date and needs assistance from CCC members to run the trip.



MSS

Jim reported on the MSS meeting, the next one of which will be held on May 22 in Rolla, MO. 

MCKC

The possible purchase of Crevice Cave by MCKC was discussed.

Trip Reports

Cleveland Cave

Dave Mead reported on a trip to Cleveland Cave in which some success was had with a new drill 
and brush attachment in the bat room. Some bat movement in the cave has prompted the 
cancellation of upcoming trips, and the scheduling of some time to monitor bat activity at dusk.

Carroll Cave Trips

Bill Gee reported on MLK Holiday Weekend trips in Carroll. Guano piles were measured and a 
large amount of bats was witnessed on the ceiling. Bolt cutters were placed in the mountain room 
to aid in any escape that may be necessary in the future from the mountain room.  Sunday was 
spent sorting lumber for the schoolhouse restoration.

Presentation

David Foran gave a presentation on grotto first aid kits and the motivation and intended purpose 
of each item inside.

Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  Afterward, several members convened at Waldo Pizza on 
Wornall to enjoy libations and cheesy comestibles.

Respectfully submitted,

Cyle Riggs, Grotto Secretary
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