
Kansas City Area Grotto
Minutes of Monthly Business Meeting

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

Call To Order

The meeting was called to order by President Jim Cooley at 7:01p.m.

Attendance

The following members were in attendance:  President Jim Cooley, Secretary Cyle Riggs, Vice-
President/Treasurer Brandy Riggs, Sam Clippinger, Bill Gee, Andy Isbell, Michael Hartley, Matt Kuehnert, 
Michael Smoker, Gary Johnson, DJ Hall, Rick Hines, David Mead.

The following guests were present:  Tammy Beck, Heidi Fletcher, Jim Stoll.

Previous Minutes

Members reviewed the minutes online ahead of the meeting. No edits were requested.

Treasurer's Report

Brandy Riggs reported a previous balance of $715.61. There was $693 deposited. The ending balance 
was $1408.61.

Old Business

Heidi and Tammy want a trip on June 7-9, and also desire to learn survey. 

Jim Stoll from BSA is interested in a trip to Perkins on Jun 18th. He is from BSA Troop 60

Meeting programs needed, Dr. Ashley may still hold a presentation with the grotto.

New Business

June Picnic

To be held Sat. June 4, 2011 at the Hines residence.

Grotto Gear:
Jim has all but 2 grotto helmets, should receive these two tonight.

Dragon Wagon Report:
DJ Hall reported that 6 canoes/Kayaks can be held, it is in good condition, and it is available for grotto 
use.

Hickory County Project:
Bill Gee has finished the Elkton survey.

A Geronimo Springs survey trip will be held this weekend.

The data from the Stark Cave #1 survey has been collected but needs verified, a trip will be required.



An Apr 23rd trip has been planned to visit landowners and checkout three new caves in area that appear 
to be unregistered.

Carroll Cave Conservancy:
Rick Hines announced the CCC meeting will be July 30th, at 10AM at the Camdenton Fire Station.  

Cave Pirates trip went well.  Bill, Andrew, and Chandra assisted with this trip. Friday the door had been 
closed and couldn't be opened. Two cave pirates were nearly hypothermic. Once Rick reached the top he 
was able to open the door. Rescue cache was used. The emergency space blanket had to be used by the 
two cave pirates trapped in the silo.  New plans have been thought up to prevent such an event in the 
future.

Boy Scouts Website Information:
Sam Clippinger reports that there has been a major breakthrough, as the person which is actually 
responsible for the PDF document containing incorrect information has been identified and made contact. 
A rewritten section needs to be provided for the correction to occur.

The Guano:
Editor Bill Gee needs articles and photos.

MSS:
Meeting May 22nd in Rolla.

Mospeleos: Onondaga and Ha Ha Tonka issues are being released.  Jim has mospeleo's for sale.

Presentations:

Backwoods May 19 and July 12 - Jim and DJ

Sam Clippinger - 60-80 scouts in Olathe/OP

Mormon Church Group presentation on Tuesday or Thursday

Cooper County:

Waiting on Jenny to perform more research into the landowner of the property. Dave Mead reported on 
the trip to Heritage, MO in which the wrong landowner name was selected due to some misleading 
information on the plat maps.

Apparel:

$1156 investment - Sold $1248 - Profit so far $81

Remaining from minimum: 13 Shirts, 3 hoodies, 0 beanies, 0 ball caps, 34 patches, 26 stickers.

A motion was presented to purchase some extra apparel items in addition to the minimums specified for 
future profit sales. The motion was passed.

Fundraiser:

Sat Aug 20th, 2011 in the afternoon. Motion to reserve shelter passed, with no limit to the rental cost.

Princeton Apex:



Rick Hines reports that the specifications for the Princeton Apex headlamp are now up to 200 lumens 
from the original 60 lumen rating, despite having no increase in price. The cost is still $65.

Trip Reports:

BSA Troop 683 LOSP
Sam Clippinger took a troop to Rattlesnake Cave and had issues with the exit for adult leaders, as they 
had a tough time getting up the steep embankment. The group was also taken to Perkins Cave but wasn't 
interested in seeing the whole cave. The group included three participants plus Sam.

Geronimo Springs
Bill Gee, Lori Shultz and Amy Crews were in cave at 9:30 but it was wet and needed wet suits at stream 
passage. A stainless steel tool lost by Andy Isbell two years ago was found in the stream extremely 
rusted and was passed around for show-and-tell.  It was covered with secondary mineralization: i.e., 
nascent speleothems.

Ennis
Jim Cooley and Pic Walenta led this Sierra Club Outing and grotto Novice trip, with 23 people attending 
for the weekend. A great time was had by all. Rick Hines led photo trips to the Waterfall Room and to Taj 
Mahal/Timbucktoo.

Carrol Cave Trip
The water in the cave was rising as the group left the cave. One person twisted an ankle but kept on. 
They notified the trip leader when they felt they should turn back and headed out of cave.

Barry/Stone County
Piney Creek wilderness: A new cave was found by Jenny. It is a 60-foot belly crawl, intersecting a large 
canyon passage.  This and some other caves on the wilderness need to be surveyed.  A cave was found 
which has been mined previously, on this trip 278 pips were counted.

Cleveland Cave
Royal Rangers went to Cleveland Cave with 23 participants total. Time was spent rappelling at the Bluffs. 
In the cave there was 20 minutes of scrubbing graffiti from walls for each group. Only one group pushed 
to the end of the cave. The group also went exploring the woods around the bluffs. 

Gary Johnson Memorial ONSR Float
The Windy City Grotto joined Jim, Pic, DJ, Brandy, Cyle, Chandra, and Andrew for a weekend float on the 
Jacks Fork River. The sections floated were: Buck Hollow to Bacher access, then Bacher to Rymers 
Landing twice.  Black Bluff Airy Cave was monitored in which was found the first known cave usage by a 
Rough Green Snake.  Shots were fired by locals near (and possibly at) the encampment Saturday night, 
necessitating a call to the local Park Service Law Enforcement Ranger.  A report was filed.

Presentation

Gary Johnson made a presentation on the Lost Valley near Ponca, AR.

Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  Afterward, several members convened at Waldo Pizza on Wornall to 
enjoy libations and cheesy comestibles.

Respectfully submitted,    
Cyle Riggs, Grotto Secretary


