
Kansas City Area Grotto
Minutes of the Monthly Business Meeting

Wednesday, November 9, 2011

Call To Order
The meeting was called to order by President Jim Cooley at 7:04 p.m.

Minutes of Last Meeting
Minutes of the last meeting, previously sent out on e-mail, were accepted.

Attendance

The following members were present: VP/Treasurer Brandy Riggs, Secretary Cyle Riggs, 
President Jim Cooley, Pic Walenta, Rick Hines, Gary Johnson, Michael Smoker, Sam Clippinger, 
David Mead, Bill Gee.

The following guests were present: Dr. Bill Elliot, Elliot Skinner, Ken Roussel, Dr. David Ashley, 
Julianne Smoker.

Treasurer's Report

A beginning balance of $2,731.08 and ending balance of $3,122.07 was reported for October. 

Old Business
Meeting Room
Tom Grant, who will be retiing soon from MRI/Global, has assured us we will continue to have use 
of the MRI meeting room.  Thanks, Tom, for taking care of us!

New Business

WNS Update
Dr. Elliot discussed the news from the last bi-weekly WNS call that the use of Lysol IC may not be 
pushed as hard moving forward and this news will be released publicly soon.  He also pointed out 
the danger of potentially spreading WNS not only between caves, but throughout a large cave 
system.

Sam Clippinger reported that it has been scientifically confirmed that the fungus is the actual killer 
of bats.

Gary Johnson discussed findings of a study which concluded that bat co-mingling is required and 
that air transmission wasn't found to be sufficient to spread the fungus.  On the other hand, a well 
known study was cited in which healthy, uninfected bats from the Midwest were introduced into a 
bat-free cave in the East in which the bat colony had been completely decimated by WNS.  All of 
the healthy bats contracted the disease and died, indicating that WNS is persistent in the 
environment, and that diseased bats are not necessary to effect transmission of the fungus.



Other WNS issues were discussed.

Scouting
Sam Clippinger reported on a caving class held at a boy scout event.

Grotto Apparel
Pic Walenta gave a report on the status of our apparel stock. $100 worth of apparel was sold at 
the last MVOR. Some patches have been given away as gifts to those that have helped the 
grotto. Some more grotto apparel will need to be purchased soon.

Fund-raiser
No more fund-raisers are planned. Pic Walenta is investigating doing an MVOR in 2013.

Guano
Bill has enough articles to publish two volumes of the Guano.

Hickory County Update
Gary Johnson had a survey trip cancelled and rescheduled for November.

Cyle Riggs will lead a trip before the year is out to finish the survey on Colbert Cave.

Gary Johnson intends to provide a follow-up article for The Index newspaper in the area about 
the project.

Gary Johnson discussed TIR bat census in Hickory County with Bill Elliot.

CCC
Bill Gee discussed the recent on-goings for CCC.

MSS & MCKC
Jim Cooley reported that MCKC donated $2000 to help gate Flippen Cave; another $1,500 was 
kicked in by the Missouri Conservation Heritage Foundation, and Springfield Plateau Grotto 
contributed $1,000.  The gate was erected last weekend, and is complete, save for some 
landscaping and removal of leftover steel.

Trip Reports

Biology Trip In Carroll
Bill Gee reported on a biology trip to the Mountain Room. Nothing unusual was found in the trip.

Landowner Trip In Carroll
Rick Hines reported on the landowner trip into Carroll.

KCAG Novice Trip In Carroll
Rick Hines reported on cleaning mud off of a formation in the Carroll Passage and a long trip into 
the upper Thunder River passage.

Cleveland School Field Trip
Brandy Riggs reported on taking 38 people from a local Catholic school in Clinton, into Cleveland 
Cave.

Presentation
“Biomonitoring activities in Carroll Cave” by Dr. Ashley



Adjourned

The meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m.  Participants then repaired to Wornall Pizza for food, drink, 
and fellowship!

Respectfully submitted,
Cyle Riggs, Grotto Secretary


