
Kansas City Area Grotto
Minutes of Monthly Business Meeting

Wednesday, May 11, 2011

Call To Order
The meeting was called to order by President Jim Cooley at 7:00 p.m.

Previous Minutes
 April's minutes were not available at the time of the meeting.

Attendance

The following members were present: Cyle Riggs, Brandy Riggs, Jim Cooley, Pic Walenta, Bill 
Gee, Mike Hartley, Andy Isbell, David Foran, Gary Johnson, Elaine Gilleo, Rick Hines, and David 
Mead

The following guests were present: Loring Leifer, Vicki Peters, Heidi Fletcher.

Treasurer's Report
 A previous balance of $ 1408.61 was reported. The month's activities: $404.00 deposited, $ 
114.50 in withdrawals, a $65.00 check for picnic reservation, and a $536.75 check for grotto 
apparel. The grotto's funds stand at a balance of $831.57.

New Business

Apparel
Pic reported: Some apparel not ready. If we sell the extras we will not need to do the full minimum 
order in the future.

Fund Raiser Committee

This weekend Pic and Andy went to SMP. A list has been made of the items in the donated items 
pool which will be sent out to the grotto list. The LDS Church Group has offered to donate baked 
goods for sale.

The fundraiser will be at 5 pm on August 20th. Some items will be raffled including a special book 
from the NSS.

Social Activities

Grotto picnic will be June 4th at the Hines’.

Guano

Needs articles. No issue has been made since November due to the lack of articles to be 
published.



CCC

July 30th is the Annual Meeting at the Camden County Fire Station. Firm date, tentative location.

MSS

Jim discussed two new Mospeleos and the plans for the weekend of the MSS/MCKC meetings. 
Mospeleo volumes have been delivered to the Ha Ha Tonka and Onondaga Cave State Park. 
Some new Mospeleo's are planned including one featuring Onondaga Cave and one featuring 
Cathedral Cave, both intended for sales in the Onondaga Cave State Park Gift Shop.

Grotto Gear

Jim has helmets and bash kits. Rick Hines has nitrile gloves for the bash kits, Brandy has medical 
gear as well.

Hickory County

Mike Smoker and Gary Johnson made a trip to Hickory County bushwhacking on top of bluffs 
over the Pomme De Terre river.  Quincy Cave was also visited which was one of the previously 
known 21 caves. This cave will be on the list for a summer survey trip.  There will be an upcoming 
trip to Hogle's Creek to visit new caves reported by a landowner that are not in the records.

Trip Reports

Benton/Camden

Benton/Camden County Cave survey trip by Jim to Drummond was aborted due to presence of 
gray bats. Large quantities of gray bats were again found in the cave. Point Lookout Cave on 
Truman Lake, also known as Jenny’s Playroom Cave, was instead visited and surveyed.  On 
Sunday the survey of Spring Cave was started, and the team completed the left branch. The 
water was reported to have been running well and therefore a ladder was needed to get into the 
cave.

Piney Creek Wilderness

Jim and Cyle reported on visiting Piney Creek Wilderness and finding many new shelters, one of 
which will need surveyed.

CRF – Kayla New – Buffalo River

Jim reported on staying at the Steel Creek Research Center while the river was at flood stage. On 
Saturday NovaK Springs Cave was visited for some clean-up survey work. Jim hopes to continue 
the survey trip on future trips.

Hydro Days

Jim Cooley attended.  There was no roast python available.  Tant pis!  Two days were scientific 
presentations, one day was a field trip, one day was supposed to be a float trip on the buffalo. Jim 
bailed on the two field trip days in due to cancellations due to flooding.

Huzzah Conservation Area

Dave Mead and Jim Cooley were the only two cavers to show up. Some caves were found and 



monitored with MDC employees as part of the MDC Cave Stewardship program, one cave could 
not be found.

McCormick Cave Phelps County Research

Jim reported on a site survey to research removing a defunct, University-owned seismic station  
and install a bat-friendly cave gate.

Trip Announcements

The following upcoming trips were discussed:

 May 13-15, 2011: CRF Cave Survey & Inventory (House), ONSR, stay at PMRC. 
 Saturday, May 21st, Geronimo Cave Survey, Bill Gee.
 May 19, 2011: Onyx Cave visit for gating preview, preparatory to gating McCormick 

Cave, with MST Director of Design and Construction Services Tom Ruth, and MTNF folks 
(Cooley, Bentz).

 May 20-21: CRF Project Caving (Backpack/Survey), Paddy Creek Wilderness Area, Pulaski 
County, MO. (Cooley).  Also: Possible MCKC work detail, Skaggs or Sinkhole Cleanup.

 May 24-28, 2011: CRF Cave Monitoring and Survey, Ozark National Scenic Riverways, 
stay @ PMRC.

 Memorial Day, Ennis Cave, Cave Pirates, the Traditional Memorial Day BASH.  See Andy 
Isbell, who’s looking for people to ride down with him.

 Memorial Day weekend, May 27-31, 2011: CRF Survey & Monitoring Trip, Oregon 
County (we can do a major cave monitoring/float on the Eleven Point with this, too, if 
anyone is interested).

 June 3-5, 2011: CRF Cave Survey, Buffalo National River, operating out of Steele Creek 
Research Center, contact: Kayla New, Little Rock Grotto, or Jim Cooley.

 Monday, June 6, 2011: Dr. Ashley’s Ozark Cave Biology class visits Carroll Cave.
 Tuesday, June 7, 2011: Mormom Church Group, Cleveland Cave, St. Clair County (Mead, 

Hall).
 June 8-10, 2011: Thermal Infra-Red (TIR) Video Bat Censusing, with MDC, Oregon 

County, MO (Cooley) Stay at Deer Creek Sportsman’s Club.
 June 13-17, 2011: Thermal Infra-Red (TIR) Video Bat Censusing, with MDC, 

Benton/Camden County, MO (Cooley).  Stay at Deer Creek Sportsman’s Club.
 June 18, 2011: Novice & Scout trip to Perkins Cave (Cooley) (Clippinger)
 Saturday, June 18th, Geronimo Cave Survey, Bill Gee.
 June 24-26, 2011: Piney Creek Wilderness Cave Backpack Surveys (Barry County, MO)  

(Cooley)  There is also a opportunity for a second team to monitor some pretty cool 
caves in this area – only 3.5 hours from Kansas City.

 June 25, 2011: Chimney Cave Survey, MTNF Potosi District, wetsuit required, Mick 
Sutton.

 June 27-30, 2011: CRF Survey/Inventory, ONSR/PMRC (House).
 July 19-20, 2011: Thermal Infra-Red (TIR) Video Bat Censusing, with MDC, 

Benton/Camden County, MO (Cooley).  Stay at Deer Creek Sportsman’s Club.
 August 20, 2011: KCAG Fundraiser/Auction at Shawnee Mission Park.
 Dates TBD: CRF Summer Float(s) and Cave/Visitor Monitoring: Upper Current.  Free 

canoes and lodging at PMRC.  Need to nail down dates, PMRC reservations soon.
 Fall, 2011: Skaggs Cave KCAG Novice Trip: Sponsored by Cyle Riggs.



 Opportunities are available to participate in Arkansas surveys with CRF along the Buffalo 
River, and in Chinn Springs Cave, with Kayla New, Little Rock Grotto.

 OCTOBER, 2011:  Complete photo shoot of Onondaga and Cathedral Caves, in Missouri 
State Parks.

Presentation

The map of Elkton Cave was reviewed by Gary Johnson and Bill Gee. In addition, Jim Cooley 
showed a few cave trip photos.

Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  Afterward, several members convened at Waldo Pizza on 
Wornall to enjoy libations and cheesy comestibles.

Respectfully submitted,
Cyle Riggs, Grotto Secretary
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