
Kansas City Area Grotto
Minutes of Monthly Business Meeting

Wednesday, July 13, 2011

Call To Order
The meeting was called to order by President Jim Cooley at 7:05 p.m.

Previous Minutes
Previous minutes were accepted.

Attendance

The following members were present: Cyle Riggs, Brandy Riggs, Jim Cooley, Pic Walenta, Andy 
Isbell, Michael Hartley, Bill Gee, Jenny Bentz, David Mead, Chandra Ruff, Richard Cindric, Rick 
Hines, David Foran, Gary Johnson, Michael Smoker

The following guests were present: Greg Middleton, Andrew Mason.  Greg was visiting from 
Australia for the NSS convention.

Treasurer's Report
Brandy reported a balance of $1121.07 in the checking account. She mentioned that she had 
received a letter from the bank notifying us that we might being subject to new fees, Brandy made 
a trip to the bank to investigate, discovering that there was no such issue with our account and 
we should not expect to receive any banking fees on our account.  Pic Walenta also reported she 
had more revenue from apparel sales to deposit.

New Business

Gilley Cave Donation
Jim reported a request from a Virginia Cave Conservancy for donations to help pay off the loan to 
purchase this cave.  He asked if anyone wanted the grotto to contribute to this effort, and no one 
responded.

Scout & Presentations - Backwoods
Pic Walenta reported virtually no attendance at the presentation on May 19th.  Jim Cooley 
reported that, in lieu of that fact, he canceled the presentation on July 12 th.

Novice Trips
Brandy reported on her husband's lack of progress in scheduling a Fall trip.

Boy Scouts
Rick Hines and Tom Grant are going to talk to a BSA group on August 7th.

Grotto Meeting Location
Rick Hines reported that we are seeking out a new sponsor at MRI to continue the use of the 
room since our current sponsor, Tom Grant, is planning a retirement from MRI which would 



discontinue our permit to use the room.  Mike Smoker said he knew someone who had a 
connection, and would see if we could use him as a sponsor.

Auction & Picnic
Pic is selling raffle tickets for the auction & picnic.  Auction will be August 20th, 3:30-10:00, in 
Shawnee Mission Park.  There is a LOT of caving and camping gear that has been donated.

Social Activities
Brandy and Jenny are doing the Great Urban Race. July 30th.   The Warrior Dash is off.

Guano
One article has been collected for printing, Bill Gee thinks we will have enough to publish a new 
volume when he gets a couple done.

Hickory County
Gary Johnson has an appointment coming up with the landowners of Elkton Cave to show 
pictures and the map. Jenny is working on access to some new caves. Gary is working on the 
Hogel's Creek area on some new leads. Hickory County has a new Plat Book available.

Plat Book Purchase
Gary Johnson made a motion to purchase a $37 new Hickory County Plat Book. The motion was 
unanimously passed.

CCC
The meeting is at July 30th @ Mid-County Fire Department in Camdenton, MO.

MSS
Jim reported on the last MSS meeting at which he suggested raising the dues to $25 and 
affiliating the MSS with the NSS.

MCKC
Brandy Riggs had nothing to report on regarding the MCKC meeting which she attended with Jim.

Trip Reports

Paddy Creek Wilderness – May 20-21
Jenny Bentz reported on the trip to Paddy Creek Wilderness with Jim Cooley and CRF. In 
particular Jenny discovered a new cave was now known as Skunk Rapture Cave, because the 
Apocalypse occurred on May 21, and the Rapture, and apparently the missing skunk who used to 
live in this cave had gone missing. Two other new caves were found on the trip. The new bunk 
house was used and it was awesome.

Mormon Church Trip
David Mead reported on the Mormon group trip in which a group from the Mormon summer camp 
was taken for caving at Cleveland Cave, rappelling, and exploration of the bluffs.  They were a 
great group of kids.

ONSR Monitoring & Work Trip
Brandy Riggs reported on the trip with Jim to do cave monitoring and signage maintenance. They 
also did some work with George Bilbrey to do some preparation for the next cave gate building.

CRF Memorial Day Weekend Survey Trip
Cyle Riggs reported on the survey trip to Canyon Cave and Mosquito Cave.



TIR Bat Activity Monitoring – June 13-27
Jim Cooley reported on TIR bat activity monitoring seeing 39,000 bats fly out of one cave, 93,000 
at another.  Drummond Cave had 122 fly out.

Jim Cooley took a group of Scouts to Perkins Cave on June 18, 2011 – Troop 60, of Kansas City, 
MO.

Flippen Cave – June 11th
Jim Cooley and Pic Walenta visited Flppen Cave and the landowner to discuss TIR monitoring 
and also discussed a bat gate and a survey plan with the landowner.  KCAG will be surveying this 
cave.

Piney Creek Wilderness Backpack June 23-36th
Jim reported on locating some missing caves and locating a new cave that Jenny discovered, as 
well as a shelter found with Cyle that had been the site of archeological looting. The total is now 
four caves found on this property, and one shelter, that need survey.

Jacks Fork River
Gary Johnson reported on checking out the bluff across the river from the Bunker Hill resort and 
seeing some holes that appear to be caves high on the bluff.

26  th    Annual Ennis Cave Bash  
Andy Isbell reported on visiting the Memorial Day bash at Ennis Cave and visiting Blanchard 
Springs Cave and Park.

Dr. Ashley June 26  th   Carroll  
Bill Gee reported on the annual trip with Dr. Ashley and his students at Carroll Cave.

Upcoming trips were discussed, as covered in the agenda.  Upcoming events were announced.

Presentation
Advanced Optical Aids for Survey by Mike Smoker
Mike smoker showed his design for modifications to a Suunto compass to improve the readability 
and practicality, which would also work on a clinometers.

Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  Afterward, several members convened at Waldo Pizza on 
Wornall to enjoy libations and cheesy comestibles.

Respectfully submitted,

Cyle Riggs, Grotto Secretary


