
Kansas City Area Grotto
Minutes of Monthly Business Meeting

Wednesday, Jan. 12, 2011

Call To Order
The meeting was called to order by President Jim Cooley at 7:03 p.m.

Previous Minutes
Members reviewed the minutes online ahead of the meeting.

Attendance
The attendance sheet for the meeting has been misplaced.  In the event that it is subsequently 
located, the minutes will be updated with that information.

Treasurer's Report
Cyle lost the treasurer’s report, too.  Oh, well.  As the next item will show, Brandy has been 
elected as VP/Treasurer of the grotto, so going forward, Cyle will have adult supervision.  There 
was somewhere between $300 and $400 in the treasury; we do remember that much.

New Business

Officer Elections:
Brandy Riggs was nominated and elected as Treasurer/Vice President of the grotto.

Grotto Gear:
Jenny Bentz is taking the grotto gear.

New Members:
Larry Shaffield was nominated for membership by Jim Cooley and accepted into membership by 
unanimous vote..

Grotto Fund Raiser:
A fundraising auction has been suggested by Rick Hines, to be potentially held at Randy 
Breugger's antique store. Pic Walenta and Andy Isbell has volunteered to head up the effort of 
putting this together.

Scouts Activity:
Sam Clippinger has been in contact with two BSA officials in trying to correct the BSA pamphlet 
information. He has been given a third person to contact, but after sending two emails has yet to 
hear back.

Sam Clippinger has volunteered to respond to a caving information request from BSA Troop 201.

Novice Trips:
A second quarter trip is being planned for Cleveland Cave, and a fourth quarter trip will be 
planned for Carroll Cave.

Grotto Apparel: 
Pic Walenta reports that she has found a vendor to make apparel at an affordable price. Final 
pricing is not completed, and a logo has been sent in. Pre-orders will need to be committed to for 
the first set of apparel to be ordered.



Guano:
Bill Gee reports that he doesn't have enough content at the moment to put out a new issue and is 
waiting on more articles to be submitted.

Hickory County: 
Jenny followed up on a lead near Humansville that did not turn up anything.

Cooper County Lead: 
Gary Johnson talked about the area around a cave lead in Cooper County near a steep bluff on 
the Lamine River. A commuter in the area has reported seeing what appears to be caves in the 
bluff from a road. Gary Johnson has the information about the landowners in the area and has 
offered the information to anybody wanting to check it out. 

CCC: 
-Terry DeFraites has announced a work trip for Saturday, January 17th.
-Rick Hines will lead a trip for the Cave Pirates of Arkansas, likely be done after mid-March.

MSS Report: 
-The next MSS meeting will be held January 22. Ben Miller will give a presentation on the 
Hydrology of Carroll Cave in the morning; business meeting to follow at 1:00 p.m.

MCKC:
An MCKC meeting will be held directly after the MSS meeting. License plates are available. The 
chief item of discussion will be the purchase of Berome Moore Cave for $20,000. 

MoSpeleo:
The first Number in the 2011 issue will report on the new cave maps of 2010. The second 
Number will be on Dye Tracing in Onondaga and Cathedral Caves, by Ben Miller.  The next two 
numbers hopefully will be taken up by the Garrison Cave #2 write-up, a 25,000+ foot cave whose 
survey was just completed.  This write-up is being done by Jon Beard, super-cave from SPG.

Trip Reports

Cleveland Cave Restoration – November 14:

A drill was used to clear paint and worked well but had a low capacity batter. New batteries will be 
purchased for future use of the drill. A small bag of trash was removed from the cave.

Thanksgiving Trip:
Jim Cooley reported on the Thanksgiving trip to the MTNF in Oregon County.

New Years Trip: 
Jim Cooley and Cyle Riggs reported on the New Year's Trip to ONSR and Irish Wilderness.

Presentation
Several members showed pictures from cave trips after the business portion of the meeting.

Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  Afterward, several members convened at Waldo Pizza on 
Wornall to enjoy libations and cheesy comestibles.
   Respectfully submitted, 

Cyle Riggs, Grotto Secretary


