
    Kansas City Area Grotto
Minutes of Monthly Business Meeting

Wednesday, August 10, 2011

Call To Order
The meeting was called to order by President Jim Cooley at 7:05 p.m.

Previous Minutes
Previous minutes were accepted.

Attendance

Members present: Jenny Bentz, Jerry Cindric, Jim Cooley, Bill Gee, Rick Hines, Andy Isbell, Gary 
Johnson, Jay Kennedy, Matt Kuehnert, Cyle Riggs, Brandy Riggs, and Pic Walenta.

Guests present: Heidi Fletcher, Lee Krout, Jacob Krout, Ed Mulik, Jackie Ring, & Nathan Taylor.

Treasurer's Report

A balance of $1,121.07 was reported. $331.50 was deposited.

Old Business
Projector Purchase 
Jim proposed the approval of a purchase of a projector for up to $500. He noted that three 
members have pledged $100 each to defray the cost of a new, decent projector.  Rick Hines 
moved, and Bill Gee seconded, appropriating up to $900 for a new projector.  After some 
discussion, this figure was reduced to $500, not including the three pledges.  The motion passed.

New Business

Trpop 264 Presentation
Rick Hines reported on the presentation to the scout troop.

Novice Trips
It was discussed and decided that the Cleveland trip would serve as the Q3 novice trip and a 
Skaggs trip won't be necessary.

Grotto Apparel
All sales moving forward will be 100% profit.

Auction Planning
Internet access will be available for credit card purchases. Hot dogs will be grilled during the day. 
Items have been donated for sale.

Guano
Bill Gee needs articles.



Hickory County Update
The new Hickory County plat book has arrived. Updates were given on the latest searches for 
caves in the county in which two new caves were found near Hogle's Creek. 

CCC Meeting
Bill Gee reported on a low turnout but successful meeting in Camdenton.

MCKC
The NSS has awarded the MCKC the national conservation award.

Grotto Gear
Matt had the grotto helmets, which were passed to Jenny Bentz for the Cleveland trip this 
weekend. Jim has the bash kits.

Trip Reports

July 19-21: TIR
Jim reported on the TIR project at Moles Cave Conservation Area.

July 21 & 30: Willow Springs Cave & Mines
Jim reported on the recon of pumping out the sump.

Flippen Cave Bat Counting
Jim reported on the trip to Flippen Cave in which a significant guano piles, bear claw marks, and 
an estimated 500-800 bats were found. 

August 1-8 TIR Censusing
No TIR equipment was available for loan from MDC so ONSR projects were done instead.  Lost 
Man Cave was evaluated for a new gate, which Jim Cooley will design.

Cleveland Trip – Aug 24  th  
Brandy reported on removing more graffiti and glass from Cleveland Cave.

Upcoming Trips

In order to leave time for the presentation, Jim referred everyone to the meeting agenda, which 
was sent out over the Internet before the meeting, for information on the upcoming 17 trips and 
projects the grotto has in various stages of development -- not counting MVOR, cave Capers, etc. 
Jim also lamented the fact that with White Nose Syndrome, all the caves are closed and it is no 
longer possible to go caving (smile).

Presentation
Caving in Antigua and Barbados
By Jerry Cindric

Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  Afterward, several members convened at Waldo Pizza on 
Wornall to enjoy libations and cheesy comestibles.



Respectfully submitted,

Cyle Riggs, Grotto Secretary


