
Kansas City Area Grotto
Minutes of Monthly Business Meeting

Wednesday, March 9, 2011

Call To Order

The meeting was called to order by President Jim Cooley at 7:00 p.m.

Previous Minutes

Members reviewed the minutes online ahead of the meeting.

Attendance

The following members were present: James Cooley, Cyle Riggs, Brandy Riggs, Chandra Ruff, 
Pic Walenta, David Mead, Bill Gee, Matt Keuhnert, Sam Clippinger, Bryon Carmoney, Heidi 
Carmoney, Jeff Page, Michael Hartley, Jerry Cindric, Rick Hines, Andy Isbell.  

The following guests were present: Ed Mulik, Nicole Ridlen, Andrew, Heidi Fletcher, Tammy Beck

Treasurer's Report

Brandy Riggs reported deposits of $171.74 and withdrawals of $20 for MSS gas and read the list 
of members whom still owe dues. The dues progress was reported as 21 renewals for dues and 4 
membership cancellations.

Old Business

Brandy Riggs discussed the Green Day Festival booths.

Jim Cooley requested meeting programs for the calendar. Dr. Ashley will possibly be giving the 
presentation for May.

Fundraiser

Pic Walenta reported on the progress in the planning for a fundraising event. The grotto will have 
to rent a facility from JoCo Parks and Rec. A motion to pay the necessary fee for a shelter rental 
was approved.

New Business

Canoe Trailer

Chandra Ruff has a new trailer and canoes and has offered the equipment for loan to the grotto 
as needed. Jim will be using the equipment for the April float on the Jacks Fork 

WNS Update

NSS & USFWS are now reporting that decontamination procedures are not necessary in between 



visiting non-affected caves within a 10 mile distance. All other procedures as specified previously 
apply including post-caving decontamination.

Scouts

Sam Clippinger reports that the person at the Heart of America Council Headquarters possibly in 
charge of the PDF document containing the invalid information has been located.

KC Outdoor Club

Bryon Carmoney reported on the cave presentation for the KC Outdoor club, and that there is 
some interest in future presentations, but not much interest in actual caving.

Cub Scout Presentation

Brandy Riggs reported on the cub scout presentation in Olathe, KS in March, in which DJ Hall, 
Jim Cooley, Cyle Riggs and Jenny Bentz assisted. A $20 donation was received from the group.

Backwoods

On May 19 and July 12 a discussion on caving will be held at the Backwoods outdoor store. The 
store regularly holds discussions on various recreational activities.

Novice Trips

Next weekend is the Ennis trip. There have been no other changes to the schedule.

Grotto Apparel

The order form has been sent out, many have been received already. The original patch for the 
KCAG was shown by the guest Ed Mulik and was given to Pic Walenta.

Social Activities

Brandy Riggs offered any members to join her and Jenny in the Warrior Dash or Great Urban 
Race this year.

Guano

Bill Gee reported that he currently has no articles to include in a volume. Bryon Carmoney 
suggested searching the FTP repository for pictures and articles that have yet to be published.

Hickory County

Gary Johnson sent an update on the project via email. Dave Mead and Jenny Bentz are going to 
drive to the county soon to look up owners of different properties.

Cooper County

No news.

CCC

Cave Pirates will be visiting Carroll Cave this month.  Rick Hines needs volunteers to help with 
the trip.



MSS

Jim Cooley showed Bedrock and Baptizing Hole Crawl / Slot completed maps.

Mospeleo

Jim Cooley reported on new volumes that are currently being published.

MCKC

July 9th is the ceremony celebrating the acquisition of Berome Moore Cave.

Grotto Gear

Cyle Riggs and Brandy Riggs have the helmets, Jim Cooley has the first-aid kits. The group is still 
waiting on gloves from Pam Rader.

Trip Reports

New Zealand – Glow Worm Cave

Rick Hines reported on visiting a cave in New Zealand while on vacation. The cave was a 
commercial cave showing off some locally common glow worms.

Elkton

Bill Gee reported on visiting and finishing the survey for Elkton Cave with Laurie Shultz. Now the 
mapping begins.

Jim CRF ONSR

Jim Cooley reported on a trip to the ONSR with the CRF visiting Bald Eagle Cave, Hospital Cave, 
Nill Cave, Cookstove Cave, Jam Up Cave, Meeting House Cave, and others.  More than 10,000 
gray bats were seen in Cookstove, including a bunch of Indianas, which were photographed and 
inventoried by Missouri Department of Conservation. The landowner of Sycamore Cave has 
invited the grotto to come survey the cave.

Shannon County Bat Gate

The MDC will gate a bat cave in Shannon county, on the new state park, without help of the 
caving community, probably due to the dangers of the operation.

Jerry's Trip

Jerry reported on wild caving in or around Antigua where caving is very ad-hoc. He collected 
iButtons which were left some years ago in hopes of collecting temperature and other data for 
local caves. New iButtons were left as well. Everybody present for the trip report was made 
seriously jealous.

Petzl Bulk Orders

Matt Keuhnert reported that he now has access to make Petzl bulk orders and can do so if 
anybody is interested.



Presentation

David Foran gave a presentation on medical considerations in caving and cave rescue.

Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  Afterward, several members convened at Waldo Pizza on 
Wornall to enjoy yeasty libations and pizzatelic comestibles.

Respectfully submitted,

Cyle Riggs, Grotto Secretary
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